ESL Articulation Provincial Steering Committee Meeting

Minutes of May 25, 2006
Old Main (OM) Building, Room 1792

Thompson Rivers University

Kamloops, BC
Present:  

Catherine Ostler (Capilano) Co-Chair 


Laurie O’Dowd (Camosun)

Elizabeth West (Camosun) Co-Chair



Vicki Vogel (Langara)

Maria Bos-Chan (UCFV) Minutes 



Leslie Mercer (Columbia College)

Cheryl Howrigan, (VCC-Outreach)



Parminder Gill (Columbia College)

Elizabeth Templeman, (TRU)




Jessica Leslie (ESLI/TWU) 

Daniel Levangie, (Corpus Christi College/UBC)

Pat Hanki (College of New Caledonia)

Valerie Hodge (Malaspina UC)



Nargis Abraham, (BCIT)

Erin Aasland Hall (College of the Rockies)


Emma Bourassa (TRU)

Randall Brazzoni (UNBC)




Bob Hodgins (Coquitlam)

Debbie Smith, (Douglas College)



Bonnie Reimer (VCC-CPE)

Joel Murray ( Kwantlen UC)




Ross Barbour (VCC-ELS)

Dale Hunter (VCC-ELSA)




Nina Kozakiewicz (VCC-ELS)

Brian Pollard (VCC-PACE)




Cathy Aquart (UVic)

John Boraas (D&D Chair & System Liaison to BCCAT)

Regrets:  Kate Gilchrist (Okanagan), Norman Bendle (NIC), Sarah Fleming (SFU), Barb Taylor (UBC), Karen Jane Hills (VCC )

I. Approval of the Agenda

- approved

II. 
Minutes of November 3-4, 2005
- add Laurie O Dowd to list of those present

- add “IV” to p. 6,  Revised Motion by Catherine (Capilano) . . . EAP Level IV 

Cheryl Howrigan/Ross Barbour: Carried
III.
Housekeeping

- orientation

-
elections

-
Catherine’s co-chair position up for election 

-
Access and Work chair required

-
update contact info

-
next year’s meeting 

-
dinner location

IV. 
Welcome, Intro’s, Roundtable – Summary of New Initiatives

-
Camosun 
-3 streams




-CLC member




-applied program benchmarking (CLB)




-Engl for Occuption purposes pilot




-English and Engineering

-
VCC

-CLC member

 

-
Malaspina
-communications stream
-
UNBC

-program development in many areas (ESL program is fairly new)

-
Douglas
-revising all curriculum (academic and short contract)



-have mostly community students (70%) reversed from previous



-combined classes (Listening/Speaking + Reading/Writing)



-new TESL program

-
Kwantlen
-CLC review in December due to new location of program 
(needed to make clear to Council the program is the same no matter what campus it is taught at)



-domestic/international student reversal (like Douglas) twice as many 



  domestic as international



-institution recently more open to opening up more sections

-
VCC

-integrated program with CLB



-development of media enriched classes (on-line)

-
Camosun
-enrolment down 
(students coming in with higher levels so lower levels not necessary MAY be the reason)

-
Langara
-lower level students coming 
(but not staying because “word of mouth” rumour is failure rate at higher level is high.  Haven’t run highest level EAP 4 for the last few terms despite the fact that failure rate is perception only!)

-
Columbia
-numbering of courses changed 
(students can relate to continuing progress)



-EAP is part of English department 


-allow student to “sit in” /visit courses to see if they can “handle” them

-
TWU

-changed 6 to 5 level program (dwindling numbers)



-Master’s program increasingly popular

-
New 

-new TESL course/program


 Caledonia 
-transfer agreement with TRU (will accept first 2 years)

-
BCIT

-numbers are steady



-change of name for ESL program (will put “English” in name)



- institution thinking about taking International students 
(because of partnerships in places like China and students may want to come to BCIT)



-trying to put 3 tests into one (possibly use Accuplacer) mark writing part 


  manually



-right now have tests for GR.12 equivalency, ESL, and others

-
TRU

-scope and sequence for all courses and reviewing electives 
(because students not signing up for them)



-level 3 grammar now includes one more course 
(because students who went to academic courses weren’t doing well)



-looking for a new Acronym (like BCIT)



-working on academic credit with Tourism diploma program 
(ESL students can handle work without ESL, unless they test out) 



-second round of new TESL program

-
Malaspina
-has internal credit

-
UNBC

-upper level ESL can be taken instead of first year English for credit

-
Coquitlam 
-visits to UT classes to show students what they need to know

    College 

-
VCC (IE)
-30%
reduction of IE in downtown campus



-new TOEFL prep class for new TOEFL (on-line and class)




-first year Eng class transferable to UBC, SFU, etc. (is a supported ESL 


 class) now  changed to 6 credit (3 are transferable)

-
VCC

-using CLB test to assess lower levels 
(have to place students based on  profiles that are received; not sure how that will be done)



-CLB assessors (from VCC) have volunteered to work with students to see 



  how the program works (assessed when entered and left)



-the applied programs are being benchmarked



-difficulty benchmarking ESL classes since content is different; this will 



  result in new curriculum (presently working to see what Benchmarks 



  levels mean in term of old program) 
-
VCC 

-numbers have been stable (bulk coming in higher because of ELSA) 
   (Access)
-evening numbers lower

-institution will allow unused FTEs from other program to put on extra    

  EWSL sections (ex. summer program)

-
Capilano
-lower levels decreasing (higher is fine)

V. 
Report from Deans & Directors 

(John Boraas, Dean of Access and First Nation programs at Camosun and head of Deans and Director’s Group)
-
trend to career focused ESL noticed at last D&D meeting 

-
suggested D&D will support alignment of curriculum with CLB

VI.
Ministry Update 

(Bonnie Wai, Education Officer for ESL and ABE)

-
ABE/ESL/Special Education moved to Learning Programs branch which also includes   International Education and Aboriginal Education (Janice McNamara), Students and Learning  (Tom Vincent)

-
other reorganization of branches of the ministry and many new people heading new and old Departments 
-
literacy has moved from this ministry to Ministry of Education. Still retains responsibility for adult literacy 
-
pan-Canadian forum of adult literacy in June (hosted by BC in Prince George – Ron Farris will be moderator) 
-
FTE targets published (available at website/can see what they are for your institution/now more in line with those of UT programs, i.e. fewer contact hours required)
-
outcomes survey for ESL will be coming soon (last was in ‘03); Steering Committee may be involved
-
tell Bonnie of any new initiatives in your institution (request from the CLB board [CCLB]) 
-
question (John Boraas: Is the province going to financially support CLB initiatives?)  (Bonnie: Yes – this appears to be an issue).  John feels the province should support these national standards

VII.
Report on BCCAT ESL Roundtable Meeting

(Elizabeth West, Catherine Ostler, Maria Bos-Chan, John Borass)

Catherine first approached Finola Finlay about EAP IV requirement for UT by institutions in the BC transfer system, but this moved to a larger discussion regarding content and assessment standards of various institutions, both public and private, offering ESL EAP courses and developmental and/or first year English courses. Problem was a lack of trust developing between institutions about the transfer process (especially for ESL students, not just between ESL classes/courses but ESL students with credits from courses from other institutions, especially credit for developmental and/or first year English.)

Roger Blackman (retired from SFU) was contracted to write a report. This report is now before the Transfer and Articulation Committee of BCCAT. The Council has asked the Steering Committee for feedback on five recommendations.

Discussion resulted in the following recommendation:

Given that: 

-
admission tests (ex. TOEFL, CANtest) already exist and are being used 
-
the articulation committee is articulating CLB benchmark levels 

-
that an additional articulation test or assessment instrument would be a further barrier to second language learners and would undermine the role and work of the ESL articulation committee 
We move that we inform BCCAT that it is not advisable for the ESL Articulation Committee to adopt a common admission test. 

We further move to support and encourage a commitment to the improved collection of reliable data, which will be helpful to the work of this group to articulate ESL programs throughout the province to achieve valid and consistent transferability.  We will continue to work with the programs of transferring institutions to address the problems of transfer identified at the BCCAT ESL roundtable which has resulted in these 5 recommendations.

Motion: Bonnie (VCC-CPE)/ Jessica Leslie (ESLI/TWU)

Carried: (unanimous)

VIII.
 Progress Report on Articulation’s Project to align the CLB to the Articulation Guide 

 (Elizabeth West, Catherine Ostler, Ross Barbour, Elizabeth Templeman)

Presenter: Elizabeth West

- In 2001 Articulation Guide had an initial alignment with the CLB, but problems were identified (levels were too high). In 2004 these were put on review.  

Phase 1
-
May‑December 2006 RE-alignment project to articulate provincial levels with a nationally recognized scale

-
recognition of BC course levels outside of province doesn’t exist 

-
funding comes from BCCAT 

-
group must examine the outcomes for each level 

-
Red River (Alberta) and SAIT (Alberta) have programs based on CLB 

-
also examining CLBT 

- started with EAP IV and are moving “down” to Levels III, II, and I  

-
looked at CLB descriptors, course outlines, performance indicators, etc.  

-
so far, it appears that: 

EAP IV
(end of/outcome) B 8 for LS and 9 for reading writing

EAP III  
7/8 for LS and 8 RW (slash indicates about 50/50) and (slash indicates that outcome would be completion of 8) 
*
note: a number would indicate that if a student completed the outcomes of 8 they would then begin 9 BUT a CLBT score of 6 indicates a study (placement) level of 6  

*
this will result in confusion (reps to Ottawa have been informed) 
-
December 15 report is due so group will complete work on other levels 

*other members to work on this welcome

Phase 2

-
study and determine the minimum language competencies in CLB term for first year college and university students

IX. 
Occupational Language Presentations  

(Jacquie Harrison & Tanis Sawkins)

Communication for Engineering and Technology 

-
to help internationally trained professionals find meaningful employment (i.e. focus is on finding employment) 
-
VCC and Camosun 

-
5 objectives: 

-
research language demands 
-
develop training kit 

-
language assessment  (SEE Handout) 

*
Note: not many tools to help place ESL learners at CLB 7 (used CLBT and this worked well)

Phase 1 
*
Note: this has been done in other provinces (Alberta and Ontario) – looked at these for Best Practices

-
generally cohort model was used (moved together as a cohort/allowed for networking and support) 

-
work experience was an important component, ex. paid or mentoring 
*
Note: presenters distributed a large flowchart to show a draft of how the 4 phase bridging program would look

*
program entry would depend on the availability of internships (both number and type)

Phase II
-
realized had to narrow the scope of engineering (construction, manufacturing and environmental engineering were decided upon) 
-
group does not consider research comprehensive, but does think the sample is significant (of the skills needed) 
-
company contacts took an average of 6 weeks (from initial contact to actually getting in to collect data) 
-
was very important to assure companies of confidentiality (ex. company names would not be used in any publications used, etc., individuals would not be judged in any way, had NOT been sent by any government agency) 
-
JALA (job activity language analysis) to identify communication tasks to compare with CLB descriptors (SEE SAMPLE AT BACK OF HANDOUT)  
*
was difficult to distinguish sometimes between, say a listening task or a reading task (usually are integrated) 

-
a lawyer was used to draw up a contract of confidentiality 
Phase III
-
compile data 

Phase IV 

-
basically to use data to develop curriculum for the bridging model Deliverables: (SEE handout) 

-
course materials have not yet been developed 

-
groups recommends that a bridge course such as this needs the support of the Association of  Engineers and Technologists and other such professional bodies 
Discussion: 
:
helped raise ESL profile within the two colleges (non-ESL department can easily identify language features as outlined in CLB) 

:
researchers appreciated being able to get into  workplaces to observe authentic language and communication tasks

Five Sectors Curriculum Project English for Occupational Purposes 
(VCC, Camosun, Kwantlen. Presenter: Lisa Robertson) 
*
Note:  tthis project funded by the Ministry of Economic Development (MEcDev) (federal) through the International Qualification Unit (IQU) and other ministries: SEE  HANDOUT

-
this project different from previous one in that it is not client driven but driven by provinces who have shortages and anticipate shortages in 5 sector occupations 

-
nearing the end of Phase I at the present time  

-
January-March spent on sector research  

-
used Relating CLB to Essential Skills (a CLB publication) among other materials to develop the model 
-
all research indicated the importance of socio-cultural competency training (ex. teamwork and problem solving skills) 
-
decided to develop a single common curricular framework, not five separate ones since there may not be enough students to make up classes for any one sector 
-
research indicates that if a learner is not yet at the required CLB level for entry into the program or for some of the tasks of the program, they can still achieve the objectives IF there is language support (scaffolding) during this time 
Discussion:

:
pilot is set up for 15 weeks but may accommodate a shorter term 
:
possibly may be implemented on an independent, self paced or guided studies model since making up a whole class might be difficult or unrealistic for some areas 

:
group would like volunteers to pilot this project (does NOT have to be a public or private institution involved with Skills Connect consortia 
Question: If an institution wanted to pilot, who would fund it?

Answer: Continuous, stable funding is a problem with implementing the recommendations of all projects 

(John) – using an opportunity like this to establish relationships with ex. Ministry of Economic Development is a good idea to prepare the way for future on-going funding
(Lisa) – feels that a curriculum like this changes the traditional role of the ESL teacher since the focus is no longer language or just general community integration

X. 
Discussion: Reviving Work and Access Working Groups

-
since many new initiatives seem to involve training for professionals, revival of this group may be timely 
-
domestic students will probably move more and more from EAP to programs that are work orientated (although also attractive to international students)  

-
Cheryl (VCC-Outreach) noted that levels are only articulated to level 8 
-
Elizabeth W. (Camosun) noted that maybe the focus  (and name) of this working group should change 

-
John – think of what needs to be done on the D&D side to help with any program or curriculum development or implementation 
-
Catherine (Capilano) noted representation important even if your institution does not have work or access programs or classes at this time

XI. 
Working groups meet in prep for tomorrow’s work

Chairs:

-
Work and Access – Nina (VCC-ELS) temporary only

-
EAP –Elizabeth W. (Camosun)

(adjourned for Thursday May 25)

(reconvened Friday May 26)

XII. Working Groups Report

English for Work/English for Access 

*Nina(VCC-ELS) temporary chair 
-
no chairs elected for Access group or for Work group 

-
courses articulated:

-
VCC new Communications for Engineering and Technology EOP course 
(brought by Brian [VCC-PACE]). Articulated at EAP Level II 

Discussion: 
:
How to articulate courses that have both Work and EAP commonalities?


Elizabeth W. (Camosun) – some courses presently on EAP grid could also appear on the Work grid 
: Should the VCC course (above) also be articulated with EAP? (as are articulated BCIT courses)?
Yes bring it back next year formatted for discussion for EAP working group 
Discussion:

:
Can this be done on-line rather than waiting until the next meeting? 

Past experience shows it is difficult to obtain quorum (although only five members needed) 
This time try sending for response to individual members (better chance of response) 
:
Course descriptions for Access had objectives rather than outcomes


Note: Karen James elected as chair to oversee this change 
:
No course numbers on courses listed on Work grid, but there is no chair for Work Group and this should not be done by Access group 

:
Access and Work should be two distinct working groups 
- originally put together since often only one rep (so could not attend both or all three working groups)

EAP 

*Elizabeth W. (Camosun)

-
successfully articulated Capilano’s ESLF 050 integrated skills course at EAP I 
-
also discussed transfer and proposed a motion for funding from D&D to conduct coordinated research to track success rates of students graduated from Level IV in first year university. The motion is as follows:

We move that BCCAT through the Deans and Directors conduct coordinated research, in consultation with the EAP Working Group of the BC ESL Articulation Committee, to track success rates in first year university level courses of students who have met the language requirement through successful completion of EAP IV at the home institution in order to compare the success rates of these students with the general student population of the home institution. 

Motion above was unanimously approved by the EAP group 
-
need to update textbook list in guide  

-
small group formed to practice process of articulation guide levels with CLB

XIII. Other
*Catherine (Capilano) 
-
handouts distributed from Leslie about Skills Connect and becoming a pilot site for project (SEE presentation report above) 
XIV. Election

Co-Chair: 
-
Catherine’s co-chair position up for election/unanimously acclaimed for another (2) year term  
Secretary: 
-
volunteers? 
-
Vicki (Langara) – have institution provide a minute taker since member taking notes cannot fully participate 
- Catherine (Capilano) – ask D&D to provide a minute taker

XV. Next Meeting 

Date:  May 24/25, 2007 (Thursday/Friday)  
Hosting Institute:  Nargis (BCIT) will see about hosting at BCIT

Thanks to TRU (Elizabeth and Emma) for acting as hosts for this year’s meeting 
Meeting adjourned. 
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