
Minutes of the 2006 Meeting of the Political Science Articulation Committee 
Malaspina University College, Nanaimo 

May 6, 2006 
 
Attendance: 
 
Darin Nesbitt (Douglas College) 
Jay Haaland (Kwantlen University College) 
Barrie McCollough (UBC-Okanagan) 
David Laycock (SFU) 
Colin Bennett (Victoria) 
Ross Lamberton (Camosun College) 
Allan Warnke (Malaspina University College) 
Tracy Summerville (UNBC) 
Paul Rowe (Trinity Western University) 
Shaun Tyakoff (Douglas College) 
Paul Marantz (UBC) 
Marcel Dirk (College of the Rockies) 
Derek Cook (Thompson Rivers University) 
Peter Prontzos (Langara College) 
Ayla Kilic (Okanagan College) 
Hamish Telford (University College of the Fraser Valley) 
 
Regrets: Northern Lights College and Capilano College. 
 
1.0 Call to Order 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:45am. 
 
2.0 Approvals 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Agenda 
 

Moved (Barrie McCollough and Jay Haaland) that the Agenda be adopted.  Carried. 
 

2.2 Adoption of the Minutes from 2005 Articulation Committee Meeting 
 

Tracy Summerville (UNBC) asked the following sentence to be struck: “Since 
philosophy courses are not offered at UNBC, Prince George is now completely 
without philosophy.”  Replaced with: “UNBC does not have a major in philosophy, 
but does have a minor in philosophy.” 

 
Moved (Peter Prontzos and Allan Warnke) that the Minutes of the 2005 Articulation 
Committee Meeting be adopted as amended.  Carried. 
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3.0 Chair Report 
 
Darrin Nesbitt (Douglas College) submitted his report to the meeting. 
 
4.0 Articulation Elections 
 

4.1 Motion to elect Hamish Telford (University College of the Fraser Valley) as chair 
of the articulation committee for a two year term.  Moved: Tracy Summerville and 
Barrie McCollough.  Carried Unanimously. 

 
4.2 Motion to elect Shaun Tyakoff (Douglas College) as secretary of the articulation 
committee for a two year term.  Moved: Tracy Summerville and David Laycock.  
Carried Unanimously. 

 
5.0 Reports from Member Institutions 
 
Kwantlen College: Jay Halaand 
 
Political science enrolments have dipped slight, but loss mitigated by other areas now 
requiring political science courses.  The department has requested permission to develop 
a minor.  Four new courses have been developed, two third year courses and two fourth 
year courses.  These courses included American Foreign Policy, International 
Organizations, Human Rights, and Public Administration.   
 
UBCO: Barrie McCollough 
 
Barrie reported that the transition from the old Okanagan University College to the new 
UBC-Okanagan had been smooth, although there were some rough patches during the 
start-up.  The new institution has provided much better support for program development, 
and there is significant campus expansion in the works.  UBC-O continues to offer the 
same three majors as OUC: politics, international relations, and philosophy, politics and 
economics (PPE).  A new coop initiative will be added to the PPE major shortly.  The 
department is pleased to announce the hiring of Adam Jones, who completed his PhD at 
UBC-Point Grey in 1999.  The department is currently searching to find a sessional 
replacement for Barrie McCollough for the up-coming terms. 
 
Simon Fraser University: David Laycock 
 
David reported that major enrolments at SFU increased by 18%.  Since 2001, the number 
of majors has doubled.  The Department made four new hires in the past year in 
international political economy, political theory, public administration, and Latin 
American Politics.  The department expects to make two to four new hires in the coming 
year.  David also circulated material advertising SFU’s French Immersion program in 
Public Administration. 
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University of Victoria: Colin Bennett 
 
The department made three new hires in the past year: Dennis Pilon (Parties & 
Elections), James Lawson (Canadian Political Economy), and Scott Watson 
(International Security).  The department now has 19 faculty (17.5 FTE).  The department 
is anticipating the retirement of Warren Magnusson, Rob Walker and James Tully in the 
new future, and it is hoping to make new hires in political theory before these people 
depart.  Third and fourth years course enrolments are up by 12%.  International Relations 
enrolments are also up.  The PhD program was inaugurated in the Fall of 2005, with 6 
candidates entering the program.  The department is beginning a process of curriculum 
review, especially of first year courses.  Current course offerings in the first year focus 
entirely on Canadian politics, but the department would like to broaden its offerings.  
This may involve some articulation issues.  The department is looking forward to 
relocating to a new building in the near future. 
 
Camosun College: Ross Lamberton 
 
Enrolments have dipped slightly in the past year.  Ross expressed some concern about the 
proposed first year course changes at the University of Victoria, where most Camosun 
students transfer.  Ross also indicated that he hopes to retire within three years. 
 
Malaspina University College: Allan Warnke 
 
Allan indicated that the department is making progress towards its major program.  He 
also indicate that the department is going through a process of reorganization, prompted 
in part by the departure of Jeremy Rainer, who has been hired as the new department 
head at the University of Regina. 
 
UNBC: Tracy Summerville 
 
The department has experience a number of personnel shifts lately.  Two sabbaticals are 
coming up; three sessionals are working in the department; the VP-Academic is returning 
to the department after taking administrative leave; and Mike Murphy has joined the 
department has a CRC focusing on Aboriginal issues.  The department has recently 
completed a program review, and it has decided to introduce a new mandatory course for 
politics majors.  The new course will focus on writing political science papers, citation, 
plagiarism, and research, including how to read journal articles and political coverage in 
the newspaper.  Department has also assumed responsibility for the Northern Studies 
Major.  Tracy reported that there is a lot of construction of campus, and that the 
university is looking forward to a new President assuming office. 
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Trinity Western University: Paul Rowe 
 
Paul introduced himself to the committee as a new hire at TWU; he completed his PhD at 
McGill and taught at the University of Western Ontario before coming to TWU.  He is 
the new coordinator of the International Studies program, and is teaching new courses in 
Middle East Politics.  Paul reported increases in the politics major, but a decline in the 
international studies program.  He attributed these changes to the internship program that 
TWU operates in Ottawa.  He reported that TWU has recently received a grant for an 
annual politics symposium.  He also reported that TWU will initiate a model UN 
simulation for Fraser Valley high school students. 
 
Douglas College: Shaun Tyakoff 
 
Shaun reported that one department member will retire in the next year, and another may 
opt to leave early, leaving two faculty members in politics.  She indicated that the 
administration is not entirely committed to replacing retired faculty in politics.  The 
institution is reviewing the balance between transfer and applied programs.  Across the 
institution enrolments in transfer courses are down.  On the other hand, new applied 
degrees are now coming on line.  Enrolments have dropped in Canadian politics, but IR 
enrolments are holding steady.   
 
UBC: Paul Marantz 
 
Paul reported that UBC experienced a calm year, with only one new hiring (in Japan and 
Comparative Politics).  Enrolments were up a bit, but the room for growth is constrained 
by an absence of space.  No changes in the 100-200 level courses, but new 300-400 level 
courses are being introduced, reflecting the research interests of new faculty.  Admissions 
for the politics major is holding steady at about 70%.  Paul reported that he will be 
retiring in June 2006, and his position as undergraduate coordinator will be assumed by 
Barbara Arneil.  Richard Johnston may be stepping down and leaving the department; 
Ken Carty will likely take over as interim head.  The department will be vacating the 
venerable Buchanan Building – now a Vancouver Heritage Building – while it is 
renovated.  The department has recently elected to make Turnit.com mandatory for all 
undergraduate papers. 
 
An extended discussion followed about the merits and utility of turnit.com.  The 
committee lamented the problem of plagiarism, and indicated that perhaps future sessions 
of the BCSPA could hold workshops on this problem. 
 
College of the Rockies: Marcel Dirk 
 
College of the Rockies is experiencing a growth spurt on campus and a slight increase in 
political science enrolments. 
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Langara College: Peter Prontzos 
 
Enrolments in political science are up 6 per cent.  The Department currently employs four 
full time faculty, one part time member, and one sessional.  Stephen Phillips has recently 
developed a couple of WebCT courses.  A new course has been offered in socialist-
feminist thought. 
 
University College of the Fraser Valley: Hamish Telford 
 
UCFV has launched a major campaign to obtain university status along the lines of 
Thompson Rivers University.  The community has been mobilized behind this effort, and 
members of the community have formed The Friends of UCFV to support the campaign.  
The Friends of UCFV have recently issued a glossy brochure extolling the virtues of 
UCFV and explaining why it should be transformed into a comprehensive regional 
university.  To date, the ministry has not revealed its plans for UCFV.  In the meantime, 
the campus is undergoing a major reorganization.  The old Chilliwack campus will soon 
be closed and relocated to the old military base in the city.  The old base has been 
converted to a new “education park.”  UCFV is one of the major participants in the new 
park, along with the Justice Institute, the RCMP, and Beijing World University.  The 
expansion of the Chilliwack campus raises interesting questions.  While UCFV continues 
to make its FTE targets, enrolment has been steadily declining in Chilliwack.  No one 
knows for sure if the development of the base will reinvigorate enrolments on the 
Chilliwack campus of UCFV.  The reorganization of the two campuses, however, is 
causing a certain disruption in work place issues, with various faculty and staff now 
expected to relocate to one campus or the other. 
 
The Department of Philosophy and Politics has recently received approval to develop two 
major programs, one in politics and the other in philosophy.  These programs are 
scheduled to come on line in September 2008.  The proposed politics program entails the 
hiring of at least one more faculty member.  The politics side of the Department currently 
has three full time faculty members.  Scott Fast is currently on leave acting as the 
President of the Faculty Staff Association; he has been replaced by David Macdonald 
(ABD, Queen’s).  The philosophy side has four full time faculty and two regular part 
time members.   
 
6.0 SFU Breadth, Qualitative, and Writing Courses 
 
David Laycock tabled a report on the new course descriptions at SFU and provided a 
brief explanation of their meaning.  More information has been posted on SFU websites: 
 
Curriculum Initiatives: www.sfu.ca/ugcr/  
 
What is a w/q/b course? www.sfu.ca/ugcr/For_Students/  
 
Information for Colleges www.sfu.ca/ugcr/For_Colleges/  
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Jeremy Rainer noted that these changes at SFU are exit requirements for students 
planning to graduate from SFU not entrance requirements for students hoping to attend 
SFU.  While colleges and university colleges would be advised to familiarize themselves 
with these changes, they do not necessarily pose articulation issues or problems for 
transfer students. 
 
7.0 Future of Articulation 
 
Discussion tabled until 2007 meeting. 
 
8.0 Report from BCPSA 
 
Tracy Summerville was elected President of the BCSPA, along with a new executive. 
 
9.0 BCPSA/Articulation Venues 2007-2008 
 
Douglas College indicated that it would not be able to host the 2007 meeting as planned.  
Derek Cook offered to host the meeting in 2007 rather than 2008 as originally scheduled.  
Hamish Telford indicated that he would inquire about the possibility of hosting the 2008 
meeting at UCFV.  No decision was taken.  The BCPSA indicated that it would decide 
the future venues in the near future. 
 
Derek Cook requested that the organizing committee for the next BCPSA meeting restore 
a session on pedagogical issues.  Colin Bennett expressed an interest in knowing what 
various institutions teach in the first and second years of political science programs.  
Others were interested in knowing how introductory politics was taught in different 
places, and Hamish Telford expressed an interest in hearing more about UNBC’s new 
mandatory writing class for political science majors. 
 
10.0 Other Business 
 
Barrie McCollough offered a moving tribute to Paul Marantz in light of his impending 
retirement at the end of June 2006.  Barrie thanked Paul for his service to the articulation 
committee, and his commitment to undergraduate education. 
 
11.0 Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn moved by Barrie McCollough and Tracy Summerville.  Carried. 


