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SFU “Q” Certification Section

	Q Definition

To qualify as Quantitative/Analytic (Q), a course must have either quantitative (numerical, geometric) or formal (deductive, probabilistic) reasoning as part of its primary subject matter, or make substantial use of such reasoning in practical problem solving, critical evaluation, or analysis.

Interpreting the Q Definition

Mathematics courses already required in Math, the Sciences, Engineering, Business Administration and Economics, and statistics courses required in Social Science programs clearly qualify as Q courses, as do the symbolic logic courses offered in Philosophy.

Courses currently offered in programs such as Engineering Science, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Business, Economics and other Social Science programs that contain a significant math or stats component are eligible for Q designation.

A third type of course eligible for Q designation will be designed especially for students in the Humanities and Fine Arts. The goal of such courses will not be simply to nurture traditional math skills. Such courses will aspire to the greater challenge of deepening the understanding and appreciation of quantitative and formal reasoning, their ubiquitous utility, and their creative potential. We view such courses as focusing on the relation between (a) concepts and structures communicated through numbers and other systems of abstract representation (such as formal languages, programming languages, geometries, graphs) and (b) fostering students’ ability to engage more effectively with the subject matter of their respective programs and practical everyday situations. Such courses need not focus primarily on quantitative or formal reasoning methods, but should give significant exercise to such techniques through model building and problem solving, both in class and in course assignments.

	Q-COURSE INSTRUCTIONAL ISSUES

1. Please give a one-paragraph description of the content and overall format of the course. 

2. Please describe the Q content in the assignments the course will require. How will you facilitate the learning of Q concepts by students without Quantitative/Analytical backgrounds?



If you wish to submit your course for SFU Q assessment, please complete this form and attach it to your course outline. This process is necessary for any courses that do not articulate to specific SFU Q courses.  SFU will not be able to consider incomplete documentation.
	Has the course content changed since September 2004?       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes            FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Should SFU have questions about this Q application, please provide instructor(s) email and telephone contact information.

Please contact slrhodes@sfu.ca if you have any questions regarding this form.
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