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SFU “W” Certification Section

	The W Criteria  (Please see http://www2.sfu.ca/ugcr/files/Criteria_Explanation_Nov04.html FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION)
1. Students have opportunities to use writing as a way of learning the content of the course and are taught to write in forms and for purposes that are typical of disciplines and/or professions in ways that are clearly distinguished from remedial and foundational skills courses. 

2. Examples of writing within disciplines are used as a means of instruction about typical structures, modes of reasoning, styles of address, and the use of technical language and of evidence.

3. Students receive appropriate feedback and response to their writing that is based on explicit criteria and is directed at improving the quality of their writing.

4. Revision is built into the process of writing for formal assignments, usually in terms of revisions of the same paper, or alternatively, in revisions accomplished through successive similar assignments.

5. At least half the course grade is based on written work for which students receive feedback (see Criterion 3).



	W-COURSE INSTRUCTIONAL ISSUES

1. Please give a one-paragraph description of the content and overall format (lecture, seminar, tutorial etc.) of the course. 

2. What writing will students do as a way of learning the content of the course?

3. Please list and explain the type(s) of formal written assignments and instructional methods you propose for this course by responding to the following items:   

a. How is the form(s) of the writing used in the course typical of the discipline or profession? How does writing contribute to learning the course concepts and ways of reasoning?

b. What methods will you use to instruct the students on how to write for the assignments and the course?

c. How does each assignment relate to the previous one and build on it or lead to the next? 

d. Will students get feedback or response of some kind to their assignments and if so, when and how?  
How do you plan to make your criteria explicit? 

e. If students do not revise a complete paper after getting instructive feedback on a draft, please explain how the successive writing assignments or the essay component of a mid-term exam would accommodate the criterion for revision?

4. Is half the course grade or more based on the written work/assignments?

5. 

a. Will anyone read and respond to student writing other than the instructor?

b. If others will be responsible for marking, please explain what you will do to ensure that marking and grading are consistent and are monitored by the instructor?

c. If the course has multiple instructors, how will the department ensure there is a consistency of instructional approach and that varying course content will routinely meet the W criteria?



	Has the course content changed since September 2004?       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes            FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Should SFU have questions about this W application, please provide instructor(s) email and telephone contact information.

Please contact slrhodes@sfu.ca if you have any questions regarding this form.


If you wish to submit your course for SFU W assessment, please complete this form and attach it to your course
outline.  SFU will not be able to consider incomplete documentation.

BCCAT SFU “W” Supplementary Form
Version 5.0



Date Last Revised: 27/05/05

[image: image1.png]