
ASA meeting May 7, 2013 (Note BCCAT) 

 

 ELECTIONS 

Chair: Motion/Carried to appoint Joey Moore, VIU as Chair (Joseph.Moore@viu.ca) 

Secretary: Motion/Carried to appoint Gordon Roe, Langara, as secretary (groe@langara.bc.ca) 

Location/Date Next Meeting: TRU, first Friday in May, 2014 (May 2nd) 

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion/Carried: to approve the agenda with addition of discussion on joint field-schools under New 

Business 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion/Carried: to approve the minutes of May 4, 2012 as presented. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 1. Flexible Pre-Major 

 1.1. The .finalized list of approved courses and credits for the program will be distributed 

and any changes should be sent to Joey Moore by next week before he passes it on. 

 1.2. Zahra Montozo (NLC) raised the issue of the Criminology methods course at NLU and 

was assured that the course as described met the requirement of research methods course. 

 1.3. General discussion of transferability/articulation of various Sociology and Criminology 

methods courses at various institutions. 

 1.4. Concern that completion of flexible major requirements isn't understood or recognized 

by students attempting to complete it or by the institutions receiving the student's 

transcripts. 

 a) Not generally well known what it is or who offers or recognizes it. 

 b) All departments should have a note on their webpages saying they recognize it as well 

as a faculty contact. 

 c) Suggestion that more general education (posters, outlines) on the advantages of flexible 

pre-major, as well as an additional letter stating the student has filled these requirements 

from Registrar would be useful. 

 d) Suggestion that faculty meet with academic advisers in their institutions to explain it. 

 e) Suggestion that a Youtube video would be useful, Jeff Os (Okanagan College) agreed to 

work on this. 

 1.5. Registrars point out the flexible pre-major isn't really a program and so can't be noted on 

transcripts and feel they weren't consulted in constructing it.  

 a) BCCAT is working on making a notation on the transfer guide identifying particular 

courses as being part of this. 

 1.6. Compliments and accolades to Joey for the amount and quality of work he put into this 

over the last few years. 

 2. Interdiscipinary and Cross-Listed courses 

 2.1. Kate Sutherland from TRU is working to put together an articulation committee for 

these courses. 

 3. Attendees who are presenting at Congress/CASCA described their talks. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 1. BCCAT presented  list of pending Transfer Credit Evaluation System (TCES) requests. 

 2. BCCAT presented the Student Mobility Model. 

 2.1. Students are increasingly mobile between multiple institutions 

 2.2. Student Transition Project has analyzed student movement between institutions 

 2.3. 81000 entered the system, 55000 are students in the system but moving within it. 

 2.4. In 2009/2010, system-wide 27% of students were new, 62% continuing and 18% 

returning each year. 



 2.5. Mobility rate 18.1% annually overall, higher (26-27%) interior 

 2.6. While K-12 numbers entering post 2ndary remaining constant, student numb ers still 

increases are  

 2.7. Since colleges made universities, more staying for their degree rather than transferring to 

larger universities. 

 2.8. Colleges or new universities rather than larger teaching universities growing destination. 

 2.9. Larger universities working on new models to make up lack 

 2.10. Have removed the designation of sender or receiver institutions, now all institutions are 

both 

 2.11. Larger institutions now concerned about how to articulate courses from even more 

institutions  

 3. BCCAT General Report 

 3.1. BCCAT now is working on making their course transfer lists more clear and changing 

channels of information for students- moving from singular guidebook and to social media, 

FAQ, segmented and appropriate bits of information upon request. 

 3.2. Reviews of Associate Degrees 

 a) Requirements were problematic, widen requirements to make it possible for any 

institution to offer it 

 b) Unclear relation to Diploma Programs, this will be clarified as part of a broad review of 

credentials 

 c) While they work well in Arts and Science, less well-used in newer applied fields which 

may be addressed 

 3.3. New emphasis on rationalizing Learning Outcomes as a means to make transferability of 

courses/education more clear across institutions. 

 4. BCCAT Open Textbook Initiative (open.bccampus.ca/textbook) 

 4.1. Provided a background to what open textbooks are, why they are being considered. 

 4.2. Driven by cost reduction and accessibility concerns, primarily in common 1st and 2nd 

year courses 

 a) Three phases, will provide honorariums:  

 First, call for reviewers of existing material (happened this April); make a choice; 

use and evaluate it in class. 

 Second, look for adaptations of existing material, recreate text and associated 

material 

 Third, where no existing material available, fund the creation of entirely new texts 

and materials. 

 4.3. Suggestion from floor that cost savings could be made by reducing tuition 

 4.4. Suggestion from floor the initiative may result in cost savings for students in exchange 

for instructors/institution giving up control course content. 

 4.5. The original open text can be modified by any instructor to 'localize' or reconstruct 

content, which can be used by the originator or by others  

LUNCH (YAY!) 

 PRESENTATION ON UPLANDS FUNARY PROJECT  

 NEW BUSINESS 

1. Joint field schools 

1.1. UFV is interested in working with other institutions for resources and synergy in running 

joint/collaborative field school 

1.2. Thinking of earlier Fort Langley collaborative field school which involved 4 institutions. 

1.3. Have it result in a certificate, could result in new resources for both and even joint 



appointments. 

1.4. There was an earlier discussion of sharing information on field schools but this didn't go. 

1.5. Small working group to synthesize information and work through the articulation committee to 

develop economies of scale. 

1.6. Could be useful to have this information available for non-archaeological field schools as well. 

1.7. UVic is a partner with 4 other institutions operating an archaeological field school through 

Banfield Marine Centre which takes students from other institutions who get credit from 

Banfield. 

1.8. VIU is trying to come up with a credit which transfers as an anthropology course labelled 

'external archaeology field school', which allows them to get a VIU credit taken at another 

school. 

1.9. Two issues: publicizing what is already done, the other to develop collaborative field schools. 

1.10. UFV will coordinate the efforts. 

2. Capilano U is facing drastic cuts over $1.3 million shortfall due to new university status, need $3 

milliion in cuts. 

2.1. Over 200 courses and whole programs (studio arts and textile arts, marketing, all computer 

science and design) given notice during finals. 

2.2. Admin stated that it had nothing to do with cost quality or demand of programs and courses, 

but based on 'what belongs' in a university according to the President. 

2.3. Faculty requested support from other faculty and institutions in resisting this. 

INSTITUTION REPORTS 

1. (Most submitted in written form through email, supplementary notes below) 

1.1. Request for a template for institutional reports, so we can have a consistent pattern of reports 

1.2. Langara Soc, request further discussion of online versus 'mixed mode' courses, current 

advantages and future developments. 

1.3. Capilano U, request for discussion of funding cutbacks/challenges 

1.4. TRU Anth, report said arch field-school to William's Lake was reported as canceled, is actually 

going ahead. 

1.5. Okanagon College, request for clarity on its Soc 271 (Stats) course in terms of lab availability 

and teaching assistant support. Both are absent in their course, which is causing problems, and 

there is concern that the course does not meet transferability criteria. 

1.6. Yukon College arch field-school has received a donation which allows them to charge only 

tuition to students; reports continuing pursuit of university status. 

CONCLUDING SPEAKER 

1. Presentation by representatives of the UVic Registrar’s office on the process of credit transfer 

 

Dissolution and general stuffing of pockets with leftover food before a pell mell retreat 


