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Executive Summary

Introduction

This report provides a comprehensive examination of BC College Transfer students who
transferred to Thompson Rivers University (TRU) during the period 2003/04 to 2007/08. Over
the past two decades, TRU has evolved from a community college to a university college and
finally to a fully legislated university after merging with the BC Open Universityl, and its role
regarding transfer students has similarly metamorphosed. Where Cariboo College and, to some
extent, the University College of the Cariboo had a large base of students transferring to other
universities, TRU has become a transfer destination for many provincial, national, and
international students.

This report examines the demographic and academic characteristics of new students from BC
colleges, university colleges, and institutes who have commenced studies at TRU’s on-campus
operations over a five-year period. It must be noted that this report does not include the full
complement of TRU transfer students; students transferring from any institutions outside BC
have been excluded as they are outside the scope of this project. Further, due to the unique
nature of TRU’s Open Learning division, transfer activities relating to these operations are not
included in this report.

Several categories of students will be examined in this report: (a) “BC College Transfer”
students who have completed a minimum of 24 credits at an eligible BC college, institute, or
university college, (b) “Students with College Experience” who have completed between 1 and
23 credits at institutions described above, and (c) “BC High School Direct Entry” students who
have graduated from a BC high school and commenced studies at TRU in the 12 months
following graduation.

The report is comprised of four sections:

Part A: Profile of BC College Transfer Students

This section provides a general profile of those BC College Transfer students admitted to
TRU with 24 or more transfer credits. It describes the regions and institutions from which
credits are transferred, examines the number of credit hours taken in the first semester at
TRU, looks at faculty and degree goals of students, and finally provides an analysis of
demographic features such as gender and age distribution. TRU has an open admissions
policy, and therefore this category is not congruent with the “College transfer as a basis of
admission” category that is used by most other universities.

! cariboo College, founded in 1970, became the University College of the Cariboo in 1989 and subsequently
transitioned to Thompson Rivers University in 2005.
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Part B: Academic Performance Indicators

This section provides detail on key academic performance indicators of BC College Transfer
students. Analyses of grade point average upon admission through to graduation are
presented, as well as comparisons of course performance and degree completion rates of
BC College Transfer and BC High School Direct Entry students.

Part C: Profile of BC Transfer Student Graduates

This section examines those BC College Transfer students who have graduated from TRU,
and explores trends in grade point average, program distributions, credentials awarded, and
time to completion.

Part D: Profile of Students with College Experience

This section explores the group of students admitted to TRU that had some BC college,
university college, or institute experience but less than 24 transfer credits. Mirroring Section
A, a general profile is constructed to describe the regions and colleges from which these
students come, their grade point averages and transfer credit distribution as well as
demographics such as age and gender.
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Definitions

BC College Transfer Student
A student who transfers a minimum of 24 eligible credits as articulated in the BC Transfer Guide.

Student with College Experience
A student who transfers between 1 and 23 eligible transfer credits as articulated in the BC
Transfer Guide.

BC High School Direct Entry Student
A student who has transitioned to TRU within one year of their high school graduation (as per
the Student Transitions Project, Ministry of Advanced Education and Labour Market
Development, June 5, 2008).

Grade Point Average
A student’s average grades expressed as a numerical format on a standard scale ranging from 0

to 4.33.

Full-time Student
A student who enrolled in at least 12 credits in a given semester.

Part-time Student
A student who enrolled in less than 12 credits in a given semester.

Regions and Colleges’

Interior/Kootenays Lower Mainland
College of the Rockies BC Institute of Technology
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology Capilano College*
Okanagan College Columbia College
Selkirk College Coquitlam College
Douglas College
Northern BC/Yukon Institute of Indigenous Government**
College of New Caledonia Kwantlen University College*
Northern Lights College Langara College
Northwest Community College University College of the Fraser Valley*
Yukon College Vancouver Community College

Vancouver Island

Camosun College

Malaspina University-College*
North Island College

2 * These institutions became universities in September 2008 and were therefore a college and university colleges
for the scope of this report. They are now known as Capilano University, Kwantlen Polytechnic University,
University of the Fraser Valley, and Vancouver Island University.

** The Institute of Indigenous Government became part of Nicola Valley Institute of Technology in September
2007.
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Section A: Profile of BC College Transfer Students

Year of Admission: 2003/04 to 2007/08

During the five year period from summer 2003 to summer of 2008, 622 BC College Transfer
students transferred to TRU, comprising 13% of all new students during this time>. An average
of 124 transfer students were admitted to TRU each academic year, with a high of 142 students
in 2004/05 and a low of 102 students in 2007/08 (see Tables 1 & 2).

Table 1. Year of Admission 2003/04 through 2007/08

Region 2003/04 | 2004/05 | 2005/06 | 2006/07 | 2007/08 GT:)atr:Ii
Interior/Kootenays 49 55 42 46 42 234
College of the Rockies 5 8 <5 <5 <5 23
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology 14 8 <5 9 6 41
Okanagan College 18 23 18 21 22 102
Selkirk College 12 16 16 13 11 68
Lower Mainland 29 55 64 52 41 241
BC Institute of Technology 8 7 6 <5 <5 26
Capilano College <5 10 5 7 6 32
Columbia College - <5 <5 5 - 11
Coquitlam College - <5 8 <5 <5 14
Douglas College <5 8 11 10 <5 36
Institute of Indigenous Government - - - <5 - <5
Kwantlen University College <5 9 9 10 11 43
Langara College <5 8 14 8 7 41
University College of the Fraser Valley 6 7 6 6 8 33
Vancouver Community College - <5 <5 - <5 <5
Northern BC/Yukon 28 14 13 19 10 84
College of New Caledonia 14 9 7 11 7 48
Northern Lights College <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 12
Northwest Community College 10 <5 <5 <5 <5 21
Yukon College <5 <5 - <5 - <5
Vancouver Island 15 18 10 11 9 63
Camosun College <5 10 7 5 6 32
North Island College <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 12
Malaspina University-College 7 <5 <5 <5 <5 19
Grand Total 121 142 129 128 102 622

The largest group of students over the five-year period (241) comes from Lower Mainland
institutions, particularly Kwantlen University College (43) and Langara College (41). The Lower
Mainland region is closely followed by the Interior/Kootenay region, which has contributed a
total of 234 students. The largest contributing schools from the Interior/Kootenay region
include Okanagan College (102 students) and Selkirk College (68 students).

® Calculated as percentage of new students at the Kamloops campus only, 2003/04 to 2007/08.
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