
  
FIRST PEOPLES ABE ARTICULATION WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING  
MARCH 7 & 8, 2024 1 

 

FIRST PEOPLES ABE  
ARTICULATION WORKING GROUP  

Minutes 
Thursday and Friday, March 7 and 8, 2024 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Dennis Contois (Vice-Chair, Native Education College—NEC) 
Steve Colbourne (Selkirk College) 
Jeanette Landry (Northern Lights College—NLC) 
Sara Fulla (Vancouver Island University—VIU) 
Tyrone Joe-Mayes (Capilano University) 
Leanne Caillier-Smith (College of the Rockies—COTR) 
Wilma Gus (North Island College—NIC) 
Karen Simon (Thompson Rivers University—TRU) 
Susan Wilson (Camosun College) 
Melinda Worfolk (College of New Caledonia—CNC) 
 
 
MARCH 7, 2024 (MORNING) 
 
ABE ARTICULATION SUPER MEETING 
 
1. Territorial Acknowledgement, Welcome and Introductions 
It was acknowledged that the meeting was hosted on the LíỈwat, xʷməθkʷəỷəm (Musqueam), 
shíshálh (Sechelt), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) and SəỈílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) 
Nations. 
2. BCCAT Update—Mike Winsemann (Virtual) 

• Many resources available for articulation reps on the BCCAT website 
• BCCAT is developing a Pathways tool for block transfer pathways; institutions can add 

pathways to the system for easy searching by potential applicants 
• Articulation costs are included in base funding to all institutions, and are inclusive of ALL 

disciplines including ABE. 
3. Ministry Update—Heather Collins (written statement) 

• Looking at AUG issues; denial for students who are unsuccessful; no standardization 
across post-secondary institutions 

• Development of pathways, particularly those involving health careers 
• Pressure to use pathways to develop online delivery 
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(BREAKOUT) FIRST PEOPLES ABE ARTICULATION WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
1. Introductions 
2. Approval of 2023 FPABE Articulation Working Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
MOTION: The FPABE Articulation Working Committee moves to approve the Spring 2023 
Minutes. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED [abstentions from members who were not present last year] 
 
3. Approval of Spring 2024 Agenda 
MOTION: The FPABE Articulation Working Committee moves to approve the Spring 2024 
Agenda with minor adjustments. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED unanimously 
 
4. Articulation of Courses 

a. AYA 096 and 097: Introduction to Ayajuthem I and II (North Island College), 
presented by Wilma Gus 

 
MOTION: The FPABE Articulation Working Committee recommends that the ABE Steering 
Committee approve AYA 096 and 097 (North Island College) and add them to the FPABE grid. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED unanimously 
 

b. ENG 096: First Peoples Literature and Composition (North Island College), presented 
by Wilma Gus 
 

The FPABE Articulation Working Committee recommends that the ABE Steering Committee 
approve ENG 096  (North Island College) and add it to the FPABE grid. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED unanimously 

 
c. ENGL 091 & 093: Indigenous Provincial English Composition & Literature I and II 

(Camosun College), presented by Susan Wilson 
 
The FPABE Articulation Working Committee recommends that the ABE Steering Committee 
approve ENGL 091 and 093 (Camosun College) and add them to the FPABE grid. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED unanimously 
 
BREAK FOR LUNCH 
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MARCH 7, 2024 AFTERNOON 
 
ABE ARTICULATION SUPER MEETING (CONTINUED FROM MORNING) 
 

1. Steering Committee Update—Stephanie Boychuk, co-chair 
• Ministry is no longer doing the ABE Handbook; Steering Committee is responsible 

now and it’s being hosted on BCCampus on a trial basis in Pressbooks format 
• BCCAT now recommends groups rearticulate every 5 years instead of every 7 
• Steering Committee and BCCAT are keen to encourage in-person attendance of 

articulation 
• Discussion of Indigenous Studies requirement for K-12 graduation. Do we want to 

follow suit in ABE? Although we are pursuing Indigenization, we are aware of the 
difficulties of implementing an Indigenous Studies requirement for ABE:  

o Instructors need more PD time to develop this 
o Post-secondary institutions (PSIs) need more Indigenous instructors 
o PSIs need to Indigenize in general 
o It would place a big burden on the First Peoples ABE Working Group 
o Instructors need mentorship and support from admininstation 
o This must be rolled out at all PSIs, not just some 
o Pushback may be felt by Indigenous students in the classroom (about 

mandatory course). 
• Discussion of the need for flexibility on the grid for courses that bridge disciplines, 

including courses with First Peoples content  
• Chairs of working groups must meet to discuss decolonizing learning outcomes 
• Alignment with K-12 learning outcomes: traditionally, this has been a required 80% 

match. When K-12 changes its learning outcomes, ABE must devote scarce time and 
resources to changing ours. Is this necessary? Feasible? 
a. Deans and Directors of Developmental Education Update 

o Operating grants not keeping up with inflation 
o Legislation is requiring more health and wellness supports (good) but not 

providing funding increases to support (bad) 
o Declining enrollment in EAL 
o Concern about progression rates in ABE 

 
(BREAKOUT) FPABE WORKING GROUP MEETING (CONTINUED FROM MORNING) 
 

1. Discussion: What is your institution doing about retention? 
• Issue: Many ABE students have barriers such as financial instability, food insecurity, 

and mental health issues. Many Indigenous students also have the additional burden 
of the legacy of colonization and residential school intergenerational trauma. This 
can lead to students dropping out partway through the semester from lack of 
supports.  
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• Institutions have a variety of strategies they are trying in order to support 
Indigenous students (and other ABE students) to help them stay in school. 

o Some interesting examples:  
 Indigenous/Student Navigators (NIC, VIU, COTR) 
 “Concierge” from ABE faculty—gets a release to help students 

navigate the system, checks in one-on-one with ABE students (TRU) 
 Faculty with workload to do one-on-one check-ins with ABE students 

(COTR, VIU) 
 Creating a more social environment with activities and clubs like 

guitar club; Coffee House Thursdays; sewing ribbon shirts and skirts 
(NEC) 

 Early alert systems for struggling students (CNC, NEC, NIC) 
 Wrap around services for students such as daycare, community lunch 

program, elders (Camosun, NIC) 
 Counsellor doing secondary trauma workshops for faculty in ABE 

(COTR) 
 Pathways programs for ABE students (Capilano, VIU, Selkirk) 
 Prior Learning Assessment portfolio course (Selkirk) 

 
2. Articulation of Courses (continued) 

a. Discussion: BFPS 052: (Capilano) First Peoples Culture and History, presented by 
Tyrone Joe-Mayes. (Continued on following day.) 
 

3. Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm. 
 
 
MARCH 8, 2024 MORNING 
 
ABE ARTICULATION SUPER MEETING 
 

1. Institutional Updates 
2. BC Campus Update—Josie Grey 

 
 
FIRST PEOPLES ABE ARTICULATION WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

1. Articulation of Courses—continued 
a. BFPS 052: First Peoples Culture and History (Capilano), presented by Tyrone Joe-

Mayes 
 
Pending approval from the Capilano Education Council of the stated changes, the FPABE 
Articulation Working Committee recommends that the ABE Steering Committee approve BFPS 
052 (Capilano) for articulation and addition to the grid with the following changes: 1) a 
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statement that it is focused on the shíshálh (Sechelt) Nation; 2) a statement that it was 
developed in consultation with the shíshálh (Sechelt) Nation; 3) a change to the link to the ABE 
handbook along with a statement that the learning outcomes are from the 2023-24 handbook; 
and 4) a statement that it is a Provincial Level First Peoples Studies course. 
MOVED/SECONDED/CARRIED unanimously 

 
BREAK FOR LUNCH 
 
 
MARCH 8, 2024 AFTERNOON 
 
(BREAKOUT) FIRST PEOPLES ABE ARTICULATION WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

1. Discussion: Revisioning of the role of chair of the FPABE Articulation Working 
Committee  

 
Previously, we had a chair and a co-chair who together were responsible for all duties related to 
the working committee. We have had a difficult time finding someone to chair and be co-chair, 
so we presented an alternative breakdown with multiple members taking on multiple roles: 
 

CHAIR/CO-CHAIR 
• Be the contact person for BCCAT and SLP. 
• Ensure that communications channels are available for the committee 

throughout the year (e.g. Moodle site, mailing list, Google Groups or website) 
and liaise with BCCAT as appropriate to maintain those channels. 

• Attend BCCAT’s Joint Annual Meeting (JAM) in November of each year. 
• Chair the FPABE articulation working committee meeting. 

 
AGENDA COORDINATOR 

• Put out a call for courses to be articulated or rearticulated. 
• Check previous meeting minutes to identify agenda items that should be brought 

forward to this year’s meeting and solicit meeting agenda items. Then produce 
and distribute the meeting agenda one month before the meeting. (There is a 
template for the meeting agenda on the BCCAT website.) 

• Circulate the draft agenda (template) and the minutes from the most recent 
meeting (one week before the super meeting. 

 
LOGISTICS AND MINUTES COORDINATOR 

• Connect with the host institution for directions, zoom links, important 
information, etc. and notify all committee representatives of upcoming 
committee meeting dates and locations. 
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• Take minutes at the meeting, circulate draft meeting minutes to BCCAT’s 
Committee Coordinator for posting on the BCCAT website. 

 
FPABE WORKING GROUP REP TO ABE STEERING COMMITTEE 

• Update Excel Sheet—representative contact information, articulated courses 
that belong on the grid, minutes sent to BCCAT or Steering 

• Attend the steering committee meeting as the FPABE Working Committee 
representative to present the motions from the last meeting and any other 
duties requested by the steering committee. 

 
One point to note is that non-regular faculty members are reluctant to take on roles because 
they may not be employed at the institution after their current contract is up. PSIs need to hire 
and retain more Indigenous full-time, regular faculty rather than keeping them itinerant. 
 
ACTION: Leanne Caillier-Smith will be the FPABE WC representative to the 2024 ABE Steering 
Committee meeting. Melinda Worfolk will be the Logistics and Minutes Coordinator for the 
2025 Spring Working Committee meeting. 
 
ACTION: Leanne and Melinda will initiate further discussion over the FPABE email list to try to 
get some others to take on the chair/co-chair/agenda coordinator roles.  
 
ACTION: ENGL 051: Provincial Prep English: First Peoples (College of New Caledonia) was 
approved by the FPABE Working Group in 2021 (see 2021 minutes) and needs to be added to 
the grid during Steering Committee meeting this year. Leanne will take this to Steering. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 


