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1. Welcome Remarks by Betty-Joan Traverse, Chair of SCOLA, who thanked the 
Publishers for their contributions and welcomed members and guests and by Dr. Bob 
Wood, Vice Provost of Trinity Western University. 

 
2. Agenda was reviewed and amended with additional Topics of Discussion: Campus 2020 

Report, review of new programs at institutions.  Minutes of last year’s meeting were 
presented. Acceptance moved by Rosa Stewart and seconded by Choji Hayashi, carried. 

 
3. Report from the 2007 Annual BCCAT Meeting was presented by Betty-Joan Traverse 

(Report attached). 
 
4. A brief overview of  BCCAT website (www.bccat.ca) with its related sites of the BC 

Transfer Guide (www.bctransferguide.ca) and new Education Planner (www.) was 
presented by Meike Wernicke-Heinrichs. 

 
5. Articulation Scenarios: Betty-Joan Traverse gave a brief powerpoint presentation on 

articulation.   Participants were then asked to discuss in smaller groups a number of 
scenarios dealing with course articulation and asked to resolve the problem presented in 
each scenario.  Responses from groups were exchanged and Betty-Joan concluded by 
offering what a typical response from a BCCAT representative might have been for each 
scenario. 

 
6. Guest Speakers: 
   

a. Brigitte Patenaude, BC Association of Modern Language Teachers  BCATML 
www.bctf.ca/BCATML/ 

 
Ms. Patenaude presented a brief update of what is happening in the languages programs 
at the high school level.  Currently new resources are being implemented across B.C. for 
French 8 and 9, with grade 10 to follow next year.  Most of these resources focus on 
literacy and present the communicative approach to language learning, including use of 
authentic documents, cultural content, creative works and more online activities. 
 
One of the challenges in the French Program is retention of students in French for 
courses at the senior level.   
 
As a result of the change recently made to Grade 12 graduation requirements 1/3 of 
students are considering not taking the final exam for their grade 12 language course for 
the following reasons: provincial exams are no longer required for entry into a post-
secondary institution (course grade is sufficient); early acceptance of some students into a 
post-secondary program; when competing for provincial exam scholarships students tend 
to focus on their best subjects in order to achieve the highest result.  The fact that a 



student has opted out of the final exam in a course does not correlate to his/her 
competence level.  It would be unwise for post-secondary institutions to design courses 
for those who have and those who have not taken the exam on the assumption that those 
who have not, are less competent. The effects of the new graduation requirements on 
enrolment in language courses are not yet clear. 
 
The new e-format exam (electronic format invigilated in a computer lab) for Japanese 12 
constitutes an oral/aural assessment of the language and is being introduced this year.  
Some potential problems with this type of testing include security issues due to the length 
of the testing period (three weeks) as well as the logistics of invigilating an exam in a 
computer lab due the unfamiliar format of the test.  Furthermore, there are questions 
about the content as the test requires the student to give a monologue, which is not truly 
representative of a ‘real’ act of communication in a language.  The e-format exam for 
Spanish will be introduced next year, followed by French. 
 
Surrey is introducing an intensive French program as part of Core French.  The idea is to 
present students with a few months of daily French classes to get them started and then 
ease off during the latter part of the year. 
 
High school teachers express some frustration with the level of French coming into the 
high school from the elementary level.  Since there is no longer a second language 
requirement to enter into a post-secondary institution, students are less motivated to learn 
another language. Within Canada, not enough value is placed on the knowledge of 
another language.  

  
b. Britta Gundersen-Bryden 

Director, French Programs, Assessment Branch, Ministry of Education 
 
 In her update of Language Programs within the province, Ms. Gunderson-Bryden noted 

that BC’s location in the Pacific Rim means that most languages are presented here.  The 
two competing forces at play these days are 1) an increasing request at the post-
secondary level for language instruction and 2) the changing demographics which are 
resulting in higher competition when it comes to enrolment levels.  She also noted that 
BC has a common curriculum and that focus should be placed on the needs of the 
students.  She then listed a number of endeavours (many of them in place for a number of 
years) the provincial government is undertaking to demonstrate how second language 
learning is valued in BC: 

• Awards – Provincial Scholarship Awards and Dogwood District Scholarships 
• Exams incorporating an aural/oral component 
• The inclusion of foreign languages in AP/IB Programs 
• Language Passport Dossier –  due out in Sept. 2007 
• Language programs at private institutions 
• A larger variety of assessment is being recognized – for eg. Language training at 

Heritage Schools 
• More incentives to come for Dual Credit courses – a way to attract senior high 

school students to local post-secondary institution 
 

 



7.  Language Group Meetings – followed by a review of these sessions during the final 
plenary session.  (see minutes for each language group) 

 
8. Topics of Discussion: 
   
 a.  How do we increase student commitment to language labs and online exercises 
  Suggestion: weigh that component more heavily as part of final mark 
 
 b. Campus 2020 Report – individuals expressed perspectives represented by his/her 

institution vis-à-vis the report – specifically with respect to sections #35 and #37 – latest 
update from Ministry was that College would not be losing degree granting status. 

 
 c. New programs or initiatives 
  TWU has a new program – cross-disciplinary to bring in more languages 
  CHIN – 3rd year at Langara, also a 2nd year writing course in CHIN 
  Malaspina – minor in languages and cultures (romance SPAN/FREN) 

  Langara: JAPN field school to Japan and Korea – with preparation in 
previous years – a 3credit program 3weeks in Japan 1week preparatory week 

  UBCO – interdisciplinary graduate programs 
  Kwatnlen – Film course in German 
          Asian cross-disciplinary 

UCFV announced that an Extended Minor in French has just been approved, as 
well as an Advanced Proficiency Certificate in Spanish.  There are plans for a 
joint Field Study in France in May 2008, during which  students in History, 
English and French will visit the First World War battlegrounds and study  the 
literature inspired by this war.   

 
 
9. Next meeting on Friday,  May 2, 2008 at SFU. 
 
10.  Election of Chairs: Rosa moves that Betty-Joan remain as chair, Catherine Gloor to take 

over as as Co-chair – seconded by Kazuko Mito. 
 
11.  Betty-Joan extended a thank you to Kelsey for organizing the AGM. Kelsey thanked 

publishers for their financial contribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Meike Wernicke-Heinrichs and Nina Langton. 

 
 
 
 
 


	 Standing Committee on Language Articulation

