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MINUTES 
 

BCCAT Women’s Studies Articulation Meeting 
Friday, 11 May 2012 0930—1630  

Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre 
 
Present: (Chair) Jacqueline Holler, University of Northern British Columbia; Lara Campbell (guest), 
Simon Fraser University; Heather Harper, Northern Lights College; Willeen Keough (guest), Simon 
Fraser University; Annalee Lepp, University of Victoria; Helen Leung, Simon Fraser University; Ann 
McKinnon, Okanagan College; Trish Matson, Douglas College; Janet Mayr, Selkirk College; Lindy Munk, 
College of New Caledonia; Ilya Parkins, UBC- Okanagan; Becki Ross, University of British Columbia; 
Tara Tudor, Camosun College; Andrea Westcott, Capilano University; Laurel Whitney (guest), Capilano 
University 
 
Regrets: Patty Moore (Langara College) 
 
Chair/Secretary: Jacqueline Holler, University of Northern British Columbia 
Host: Helen Leung, Simon Fraser University 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1007.  
 
Introductions: The presence of Tara Tudor was particularly noted, as it marks the first time that 
Camosun has sent a delegate to the Articulation meeting. There was discussion of regrets and 
absences. Northern Lights College this year sent representatives to some committees and not to others. 
The absence of UFV and Yukon College was also discussed. 

ACTION: Committee chair to thank Camosun and send inquiries to Yukon College and UFV.  

 
 
1. Approval of agenda: Motion to approve. Moved UVic, seconded Selkirk. CARRIED. 
 
 
2. Approval of minutes of 2011 meeting at University of Victoria: Motion to approve . Moved 
Capilano, seconded SFU. CARRIED. The committee expressed its thanks for the excellent minutes 
provided by Helen Rezanowich (of UVic) and the fine leadership offered by Lynn Echeverria. 
 
 
3. Notice of SLP Appointment: Dr Aaron Devor (University of Victoria) 
Jacqueline Holler explained that while Dr Devor had been unanimously acclaimed as SLP by the 
committee, UVic was unable to fund his travel to the committee meeting. Annalee Lepp provided 
background on the situation. The committee expressed concern about the lack of funding and 
discussed various ways to address it; members also suggested that BCCAT should be proactive in 
solving this problem. The committee unanimously ratified Dr Devor’s appointment and offered him an 
enthusiastic welcome. 

ACTION: Committee chair to write a letter to UVic expressing concern about Dr Devor’s absence and 
respectfully requesting that his attendance be funded next year.  
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4. Business arising 
 
4.0. Social Justice 12. Jacqueline reported that Social Justice 12 seems to have fallen on hard times. 
There was discussion of this with reference to the Catholic school system, which appears to be doing 
more to foster social justice programming than is the regular system. Annalee mentioned a teacher in 
Esquimalt who is teaching Women’s Studies. Ann suggested that the Social Justice program in Vernon 
is thriving because of its links with food security. There was a broader discussion of the K-12 system 
and our connections with it; there was general agreement that greater contact would be beneficial. 

ACTION:  1. Committee chair to contact the Social Studies Teachers’ Association to solicit interest 
in attending our next meeting 
  2. Helen to talk to the Gay and Lesbian Teachers’ Association  

 
4.1. Missing Institutions. While this meeting was attended by a large number of delegates, concern 
was expressed about institutions not at the table. VIU was mentioned in particular. This discussion led 
into a more general discussion of funding for Women’s Studies. It was noted that many institutions 
appear to be attacking “soft” programs, and that in many places Women’s Studies is being moved into 
larger interdisciplinary units, leaving no one clearly responsible. It was noted that larger structures 
can be beneficial, given supportive administrators. Funding from private donors was discussed with 
Capilano very positive about its relationship with donors. Concern was expressed about the devolution 
of fundraising (an administrative responsibility) to programs.  

ACTION: Committee chair to contact VIU. 

 
4.2 Update on CWSA Coordinators’ meetings and program name changes . Annalee Lepp reported 
that the CWSA is considering a name change to reflect the changes and discussions across the country 
Most programs have now changed their names, but it may be more contentious at the national level.  
Annalee suggested that diversity in naming may be a strength, reflecting the dynamism of the 
discipline. A committee member asked about the proposals being entertained by the CWSA. Annalee 
reported that “feminist” and “women” were particularly contentious issues, with some wanting those 
words in the name while others want them out. The trend at program level seems to be full 
interdisciplinarity in naming. “Feminism” was discussed, with particular reference to students’ 
perception of the word.  
 
4.3 Women’s Studies Programs in BC: Draft Report and brochure from BCCAT site. J. Holler reported 
that the old brochure has been removed from the BCCAT site, since it is out of date. There was 
discussion of the brochure and whether it had been revamped in 2009. A new version will be produced 
for the 2013 meeting. 

ACTION: Committee chair to contract a graduate student to revise the brochure and produce a new 
report on Women’s and Gender Studies programs in British Columbia and the Yukon. 

 
*Because items 1 through 4 were completed before 1230 and Christi Garneau had not yet arrived, the 
committee moved to (previous) item 7. Discussion of Institutional Reports 
 
 
5. Discussion of Institutional Reports  
 
There was a fulsome discussion of institutional reports. Particular issues highlighted included: 
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a. enrolments. While enrolments are generally strong and even growing, there was discussion of an 
increased focus on enrolments in general at many institutions. In one case, faculty members have been 
given individual enrolment targets.  
 
b. metrics. The desire to assess and measure our programs in new ways was discussed at length. In 
some cases, emphasis on metrics is driven by larger outside forces, such as the desire to seek US 
accreditation for purposes that are not entirely academic (e.g., NCAA membership).  
 
c. Learning Outcomes. Of particular interest to the group was “Learning Outcomes” as a mode of 
program assessment. Many institutions have these already, while others are developing them. 
Sometimes these Learning Outcomes are linked to particular goals (such as US accreditation), but they 
seem to be commonly required at most of our institutions. Some committee members from the colleges 
said that Learning Outcomes have been in place there for many years and are not to be feared. 
Nonetheless, skepticism was expressed about the distinction between learning objectives and learning 
outcomes, which seem to imply measurement rather than goals. There was discussion on the particular 
learning outcomes appropriate to Women’s Studies; while “critical thinking” may be the foundational 
skill taught by the Humanities and Social Sciences, it is not a sufficient descriptor for what we do as a 
discipline.  Committee members developing Learning Outcomes were urged to be mindful of how they 
word them, ensuring that they work for the program and its students.  

ACTION: Janet Mayr to provide a copy of the Royal Roads Learning Outcomes document; she will lead a 
discussion of Learning Outcomes at next year’s articulation meeting.  

 
c. budgets. Most institutions are dealing with budget cuts, which tend to be downloaded to 
departments, and which are hindering efforts to introduce more programming at some institutions. In 
some cases, there have been no new appointments for years despite solid or growing enrolments.  In 
other cases, more drastically, courses have actually been cut.  
 
d. new interdisciplinary programs. New larger interdisciplinary groupings seem to be emerging at 
many institutions, both large and small.  Many Women’s Studies programs are housed within these 
larger entities.The benefits of such programs, and their costs, were discussed. Also discussed were the 
costs to faculty of crossappointment, and the difficulties inherent in relying on cross-appointed faculty 
who have multiple responsibilities.  
 
e. growth of Women’s Studies streams and minors. There is interest in developing a minor at 
Douglas; Camosun is developing a stream.  
 
e. online or videoconferenced course delivery. This seems to be growing at many institutions, and it 
was noted that such delivery tends to privilege lecture mode over discussion.  
 
f. articulation. Issues involved in articulating second-year courses as third-year ones, or vice versa, 
were raised. The concept of a flexible pre-major in Women’s Studies was raised, since there are still 
very different requirements at various institutions. There was general agreement that a fuller 
discussion would be desirable. A desire for direct transfer, rather than unspecified credit, was also 
expressed by committee members.  

ACTION: Committee chair to place discussion of a flexible pre-major on the agenda for our next 
meeting.  
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6. BCCAT News and Business: Christi Garneau, Articulation Coordinator (BCCAT) 
Christi delivered a report from BCCAT and distributed a short list of outstanding articulation requests: 
only two courses, both from Athabasca University, have pending TCES requests. Committee members 
undertook to expedite these requests.  There was discussion of the travel funding issue, both for 
delegates and for the SLP. Christi explained how funding for articulation forms part of block funding 
rather than being contained within its own envelope; nonetheless BCCAT will work on encouraging 
institutions to underwrite the costs of travel for committee business.  
 
7. New Business 
 
7.0 Confirmation of Chair for 2012—2013. J. Holler was confirmed as chair. She raised the 
possibility of a system whereby the position of secretary rotates with that of chair. It was agreed that J. 
Holler will serve as chair again next year, while I. Parkins will become recording secretary.  
 
7.1 Confirmation: Location and date of next meeting: I. Parkins and will host the 2013 meeting at 
UBC-Okanagan. The dates of 9 and 16 May were suggested. I. Parkins will assess potential dates with 
her institution.  

ACTION: Committee chair and I. Parkins to finalize date for 2013 articulation as soon as possible. 

 
7.2 Call for nominations for chair for 2013—2015. Capilano was nominated to chair for 2013—
2015  and to host for one of those years. Capilano will report back.  

ACTION: Capilano to report back at next year’s meeting re hosting and chairing 2013—2015.  

 
The meeting was adjourned shortly after 1630. 
 


