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Communication Articulation Committee/Media and Communication 
Studies Articulation Committee Annual Meeting - May 3rd, 2012 

 
Regrets: Brenda Thompson, Steve Lane 
Ted Hamilton, Eric Spalding, Ian Chunn, Samantha Pattridge, Tatiana Teslenko , Marie Low, Sean Siddals, 
David Thompson, Dal Yong Jin, Bruce Hiebert, Lois Fernyhough, Alexis Martfield, Gerald Horne, Phil 
George, Heather Tobe, Zhenyi Li, Rebecca Jacobson, Marlo Edwards, Rachel Hunter, James Peterson, 
Deborah Blacklock, Derek Hanebury, Kevin Schut 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:15 am. 
 

A. Introduction (Welcome and Agenda Approval) 
The chairs welcomed attendees. Ted confirmed that elections for new chairs of both 
committees were to be held at the end of the meeting. Samantha Pattridge announced the 
second day’s event. Dr. Marcella LaFever – workshop called Blooms Taxonomy vs. The Medicine 
Wheel focused on broadening learning objectives and curricular support for Aboriginal students. 

 
Motion: To approve the agenda with the addition of one item: (Ted) revisit question of joint 
CAC/MACSAC meetings and determine a list of goals for joint interests at the end of the 
meeting.   Deborah Blacklock moved, James Peterson seconded 
Carried 

 
 

Motion: To approve the minutes for 2011 with changes as noted:  

 Correction of spelling errors 

 Under College of New Caledonia institutional report – change wording to “5 year 
review,” not program review 

 TW “offers 100 majors” altered to “approximately...” 

 RR School of Communications and Culture not business  
Carried 

 
There was discussion about whether the minutes from CAC’s 2010 meeting had been approved. 
If they have not yet been approved, they will be circulated electronically by Samantha Pattridge.  

 
 
 
 

B. Update on BCCAT activities 
1. Articulation Resources 

Ted Hamilton spoke on BC transfer, since no representative from BCCAT were available 
to attend. Ted summarized the reports and resources available on BCCAT’s website at 
www.bccat.ca. Of particular note are the Articulation Committee Companion, which 
discusses the role of institutions and the credit transfer and articulation process, and the 
How to Articulate Handbook, which outlines how the transfer and articulation process is 
conducted.  

http://www.bccat.ca/
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2. Transfer Innovations Fund 
The fund remains secure and intact, and is designed to facilitate movement of students. 
The BCCAT call for proposals is available. The grant is a maximum 1,500.00 to develop 
articulation resources that are not presently represented. There is no deadline for 
receiving funding. 
 
There are four different categories supported by the fund. The meeting attendees 
discussed the first two in detail: 

 Descriptive Pathways/Transfer Grid – Examples of projects here would include 
lists of universities and courses that articulate together. CMNS members did 
not believe this exists for CMNS, and were unsure if there would be any value 
for faculty or student,  

 Flexible Pre-Major – The meeting attendees expressed difficulties with these. 
For example, programs that change may no longer prepare students for upper-
level studies in the same way. The increase of new universities has meant an 
increase in curriculum development, but new degrees must be unique and 
distinct. Changes to lower-level offerings to try to create distinct degrees may 
hinder transferability and students may lose credits. The flexible pre-major is 
designed such that as long as certain core courses are included, years one and 
two will transfer as a block.  

 Block transfer 

 Other projects (e.g. Interdisciplinary, outcomes-based projects). MACSAC 
received funding for their website, developed in 2006. This fund could be a 
source of revenue for upgrading/updating websites as long as they are 
resources for the transfer committees and students.  
 

3. Enabling the Transfer System 
Currently, institutions in BC are seen as either “sending” (smaller institutions/traditional 
college) or “receiving” (research based) institutions. BCCAT’s “Enabling the Transfer 
System” report questions these designations because of the patterns of student 
movement around the province. Just as many research-based students are transferring 
into the traditional colleges (so, from “receiving” to “sending” institutions), and 
movement is much more bilateral than expected.  There is also considerable movement 
between sending institutions. These fluid transfer paths are a problem for advisors and 
students, who cannot look at reverse (“receiving to sending”) transfer credits.  
 
The outcome of the report is that the sending/receiving designations will be dissolved 
by 2014. Phase one of this process is set to begin in September 2012, means that 
sending institutions will begin to take on receiving functions and vice versa. The meeting 
members discussed how the sending/receiving designation changes have affected them 
so far. At Capilano, a list of all approvals for past years was created as a spreadsheet for 
verification of granting transfer credit. The policy at Capilano has been that anything 
approved in-Province will become a regular transfer agreement. One-offs from other 
institutions will not be approved through BCCAT. 
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Phase two, which ends September 1st, 2014 means that all institutions will be both 
sending and receiving.  

 
There was some discussion of the possibility of a national transfer guide, but there is no 
information at this point. Many provinces lack transfer guides. BCCAT is currently trying 
to work with Alberta on transferability, but the volume of transfers might be small. 
 
 

4. Committee Websites and Listservs 
BCCAT sets up websites for articulation committees. These are available as a resource 
for communication and posting minutes. MACS primarily uses Google Groups as a 
communication tool now.  
 

5. Report from the 2011 JAM 
Since Ted did not attend this year, he directed the meeting to review the reports on the 
website: bccat.ca/articulation/jam. 
 

6. Joint Annual Meeting of Committee Chairs, SLPs, and ICPs 2012 
This year’s convention will be held on Friday, November 2, 2012 at the River Rock Casino 
Resort in Richmond. More information about the JAM will be available in the coming 
months.   

 
7. Pending Requests in the Transfer Credit Evaluation System 

Ted reviewed the list of pending requests, which is relatively short this year, and asked 
members to get in touch with their ICPs to ensure the requests are dealt with as soon as 
possible.  

 
8. Update on Block Transfer, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate 

Transfer Guides 
Ted emailed Fiona McQuarrie for this information, but there are currently no updates. 

 
C. Role of the Institutional Contact Person in the articulation process  
 
Elaine Harris, the Institutional Contact Person from UFV, was unable to attend the meeting because she 
was on vacation, but she forwarded her report to Samantha Pattridge, who relayed it to the meeting. 
Following is her report: 
 

Our general approach to articulation at UFV is: 
 

 We send out all new UFV courses, lower or upper level, if the department has ticked 
"request transfer credit" (but otherwise we do not send them) 

 We send out UFV course outlines with significant changes, and we notify BCCAT if the 
numbers change or courses end. 

 All articulation requests that we receive are sent to the departments to review, unless 
we do not have a similar discipline. In that case Admissions gives it unassigned transfer 
credit. 

http://www.bccat.ca/articulation/jam
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 We encourage departments to give specific course credit whenever there is a 
reasonable overlap in material (about 60%) as it is more useful to students to have 
specific course credit, and also it prevents students from retaking the similar course and 
receiving credit for the same material a second time. 

 We have recently requested updated course outlines for al courses that were evaluated 
10 years ago or more, and that has resulted in numerous changes, often changing from 
unassigned credit to specific, but occasionally, changing to a different course. It was very 
worthwhile, although has added to our volume of articulation in the departments. 

 
Issues 

 There are issues and challenges with cross-listed courses that are sent out e.g. should it 
be sent to each department for evaluation or jus the home department. If several 
departments would grant credit, which course should an individual receive credit for? 
Similarly, when a student transfers in a course that is equivalent to cross-listed courses 
at UFV, there is a dilemma about which subject code to use for the transfer credit. 

 Renumbering courses can also sometimes result in students getting transfer credit for a 
course, then retaking the same course at UFV without realizing it is equivalent. 

 

D. Institutional Reports  
 
The full institutional reports submitted by members are included as appendices to the minutes.  
Following is a summary of each representative’s verbal report: 
  

Eric Spalding – University of the Fraser Valley MACS 
The MACS degree proposal is complete and ready to go through UFV’s internal approval 
process. Possible date for program approval is perhaps September 2013. 
 
Ian Chunn – Columbia College 
MACS is part of social science, offering first and second year transfer courses. There is a lot of 
interest in the field, with a large international student population. 100 level courses introduce 
ways to think of communication (interpersonal, historical, theoretical), 130 course looks at 
larger institutions of media, 200 advertising and television courses, mirroring SFU, a new media 
course is being offered this semester, 210 social history of media, 230 – help students when 
they want to major, interest of discipline with students, guest speakers, video showings – 
occupying three floors of BCIT building, building purposeful facility near Terminal Avenue, 
hopefully done by 2013. 
 
Samantha Pattridge – UFV Communications 
Hybrid or “flipped” classes are planned to save space and to help international students by 
encouraging in-class time to ensure language difficulties are addressed. CMNS has a large 
problem with wait listing and cannot seem to keep up with demand. Institutionally 8% of 
students are international, but CMNS courses contained over 30% international students last 
year.  
 
Tatianna Teslenko – University of British Columbia 
UBC has 15% international students. Enrolments are very high and wait lists in the science 
program are huge.  In 2004 – 2006 there was discussion on how to improve teaching of 
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communications in the faculty, leading to the creation of the Centre of Professional Skills 
Development. By 2014 there will be more emphasis on fundamental competencies 
(communication and ethics). The focus now is on embedding. Within a few years there will be an 
embedded communications instructor for each program. The implications for transfer to this 
system need to be considered. Embedded courses are not the mainstay in BC, so it will be 
difficult to transfer these embedded courses. Existing transfer credit agreements may need to 
be re-examined. 
 
 
Marie Low – Sprott Shaw Degree College  
Sprott Shaw has only one degree program, the BBA, and offers CMNS courses, English, 
geography and history. Challenges are related to growth. The program had 45 students two 
years ago, and now has 110. The degree is graduating approximately 50 students per year. 
Sprott Shaw revisited the way they are teaching things like Engl/CMNS to try to accommodate 
the increased size, since classes are 20 to 25 regularly now. English skills development has 
become harder to manage. Research conducted to determine how students achieved entry into 
the program provided surprising results – weaker students took the TOEFL exam as many as 
eight times to pass. The TOEFL score is not a predictor of success in first year courses.  The 
Sprott Shaw parent company acquired King George International College (language training), 
and the result was an English pathways program to focus on vocabulary building and spoken 
English to help students prepare for first-year courses delivered through KGIC. Sprott Shaw now 
creates a personal profile for each student which consists of their exit score from KGIC and their 
other language requirement. Students who don't meet the requirements have to complete 123 
credits instead of 120 with the addition of an extra English course. 90% of students come from 
other countries. The Sprott Shaw program is articulated with Royal Roads. There are plans to 
initiate a Media and Communications initiative, and instructors are looking at teaching via video 
conferencing in China.  

 
 
Sean Siddals – College of New Caledonia  
Sean is the New Media Program Coordinator. English offers 195 and 196, Effective English 
Communication 1 and 2, but reductions of business offerings have resulted in a reduction of 
offerings in this course, and further decreases are expected in both. The College introduced 
English 229 and 252, technical communication to service natural resource management and 
business programs, last year. So far, 15 and 12 students enrolled respectively. The New Media 
and Design program prepares students for work in the new media industry, including digital 
video, sound, illustration, websites, etc. – students are required to take four English courses. The 
program is full time only, with up to 22 students per year. The program has not filled yet, but it 
is anticipated that enrolment will be boosted through high schools visits and partnering with 
likeminded instructors and courses. The program has an advisory committee from local 
businesses and organizations, including social networking strategists. The college is looking for 
block transfer agreements, and is in the final phases of having the program count towards the 
Bachelor of Journalism at TRU. The five-year review (not the same as a program review) 
occurred last year. This is a self-initiated process. The department plans to have a retreat to 
review course outlines with faculty, which will involve the advisory committee. The program 
includes work placements, and holds a design show every year. Barriers to entry include the LPI 
test for language proficiency, which is costly and only available on certain days/locations. The 
program is considering an in-house test for students who cannot write LPI. 
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Dal Yong Jin - Simon Fraser University 
There are no large changes from last year. Ongoing issues include increasing enrollment. 
Communications had 1400 majors, 3000 students including first and second year students last 
year. The degree just finished a ten-year external review, and some changes may be 
implemented. Several new faculty have been hired, and some have been seconded to the New 
Media program or other areas. There has been a proposal that the W designation for writing-
intensive courses be removed from lower-level courses. When adding new lower-level courses, 
the W is an impediment because it requires a smaller number of students in the course. The first 
round of the program’s curriculum review has just finished and determined that there are no 
significant overlaps; therefore, there will be no major changes. The second round of curriculum 
review will begin next Fall. A new global CMNS degree partnership with the University of China 
in Beijing has been implemented. 
 
 
Bruce Hiebert – University of Canada West 
University of Canada West is a private university that offers five terms within the year. These are 
shorter and more intensive semesters, which allow working adults to move faster through 
degrees, mostly in business/commerce. A BA in Media and Communications is offered, as is a 
BCommerce. The institution is attempting to determine what makes their program most 
effective – the program almost 100% online. With 50 students now, 46 are online and 30 are 
from Ontario. The school is about 50% International, but international enrolments in the Media 
and Communications program is under 10%. The program students consist mostly of Canadian 
adults who are already professionally employed. The university is looking at moving towards a 
competency model as opposed to a course model, with a goal of a higher ability of the 
graduate/higher quality degree. A pre-university English/CMNS course is offered for 

international students. It's non-credit but required, a 12-week program full-time.  
 
Lois Fernyhough – Camosun College  
The Communications program at Camosun is being cut.  The 40th intake, which are the current 
students, will be allowed to return for next September but there will be no more. The perceived 
weakness of the program was that it was not embedded as well as it should have been and was 
therefore perceived as easy to cut. In response to early warnings, a new digital media program 
was developed to address financial concerns by cutting 1/3 of the cost, but the new program 
was not considered acceptable either because it's not cost recovery. Students made a Save 
Comm website: savecomminbc.blogspot.ca and created a facebook page Save Communications 
at Camosun College with a video clip as well. Twitter #savecomm.  
 
Alexis Martfield – Camosun College 
The college has approved English 175 – Professional Writing for Community Services, and is 
looking for transfer credit.  
 
Gerald Horne – Kwantlen Polytechnic University  
Enrolment levels are up. CMNS is part of business, and is currently developing two degrees for 
practical CMNS. Many courses are developed and ready, and should be launched in Fall 2013. 
Two new faculty members have been hired.  
 
Phil George and Heather Tobe – Douglas College  
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This department is different from others and is housed in the Language, Literature and Arts 
area; service courses to other areas are provided. The institution also offers some academic 
courses, one in Media Studies and one in Rhetoric. A program review was conducted last year. 
Print Futures also completed a review, and is recommending that course offerings be expanded 
as part of the strategic plan to increase learner pathways and improve transfer offerings. 
Interpersonal and intercultural courses will be incorporated into degree programs as well. An 
Associate Arts degree with a specialization in Communications is offered as well, but it hasn't 
really become popular yet. Overall, there is good demand for communications courses. An 
ongoing challenge is that communication should not be cut from programs. Another is the 
difficulty in hiring qualified communications instructors over the past year; it has proven difficult 
to come up with shortlists for teaching in applied areas. Comments from others at the meeting 
indicate the same trouble. DQAB is asking for a certain % of PhDs in faculty members for degree 
programs, but sometimes the most desirable faculty for applied courses have lesser academic 
qualifications but considerable industry experience.  
 
 Zhenyi Li – Royal Roads  
No significant changes have occurred in the last year. Positions and roles are all stabilized, and 
enrolment levels are high. A new cohort intake has started, meaning there are intakes in April 
and July. The LMS will be moving to Moodle 2.0, so faculty are learning and training for it now. 
The BA and MA are both doing well. The Education Leadership division merged into the School 
of Communication and Culture, which added two additional MA degrees and five certificates 
under the same budget. There is one new hire and the program anticipates hiring more. The 
hiring policy is very different from five years ago. Now faculty are hired on a “limited term” for 
two years, and then convert to 5 year and 10 year probation if programs continue. One goal is to 
increase the international student population. There is a visible international population on the 
campus now. A new brand image will be launched in the next few months. Royal Roads now has 
an overseas residency program (in India and China right now, looking into Brazil and 
Netherlands next), and won an innovation award for this format. 
 
Rebecca Jacobson – Serlkirk College 
Campuses are located in Castlegaar, Grand Forks, and Trail, and on satellite campuses. 
Communications is housed within the English department in Arts and Sciences, offering service 
courses to music, aviation, and science students. Transfers occur within diplomas that transfer 
as a block. There have been funding cuts to the college, but they did not affect English courses. 
All second-year math and science courses are cut, and there is no more Associate of Arts degree. 
The Bachelor of Nursing program is thriving and business and aviation are doing fine, but 
university transfer is suffering.  
 
Marlo Edwards – Okanagan College 
Approximately 2/3 of the service courses are for the BBA, with 1st year courses and 3rd year 
electives. An advanced certificate in Communications is now being offered; students need to 
have 60 credits to take the 6-course certificate, which is listed as a concentration in 
Communication and can be added to the BBA. Two-year diplomas have been developed at the 
college and they are all listing English 100 as the writing requirement because it transfers and 
meets the requirements for Business degrees. However, it would be helpful to transfer a 
professional communications course to meet a writing requirement that would transfer to SFU 
and UBC, for example. Marlo raised the question about how to develop an alternative to English 
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100 that is transferable to other institutions and would be acceptable for a BA program’s writing 
requirement.  
 

Motion: To establish a subcommittee to explore the situation around the transferability 
of first-year professional communication courses to research universities in BC.  The 
subcommittee will report to this committee next year.   

Marlo Edwards moved, Samantha Pattridge seconded 
Carried: Members of the subcommittee: David Thomson, Ted Hamilton, Marlo Edwards 

 
 
James Peterson and Rachel Hunter – BCIT 
Intercultural CMNS is growing, as is the movement to internationalize the curriculum.  A study 
abroad component of the programming has been offered as a summer field trip this year, 
catered to business students. Similar courses are also planned for interior design students, 
looking at architecture and fashion. BCIT’s Communications department is embedded into 
programs. Some online courses exist. Language requirements have increased slightly, and 
programs are providing ESL support classes for business, funded by international studies. These 
ESL support classes are two hours a week. The Communications department has also developed 
“Presentation Idol” for engineering students and has recruited corporate sponsors for the 
contest.  
 
 Deborah Blacklock – Langara 
Langara does not have a CMNS department, and only three courses are offered as services 
courses for fine arts. They are taught by faculty in the English department, and Langara has no 
CMNS specialist. Langara is still hiring, and there is a strong push to get as much online as 
possible. Currently the online platform is migrating to Desire 2 Learn from Blackboard. Nursing is 
developing a post-graduate certificate for nurses from India, and this certificate has a business 
writing component that will be taught by the English department. 
 
Derek Hanebury – North Island College  
There are no significant changes. There are still three main courses offered by the English 
department: CMNS 159 for trades students, 160 for business administration/graphic 
design/tourism, and 260 for business students. Pending an instructor hire, a new course should 
be started next year. Goals are to increase international students. Courses are now offered 
primarily face to face, with some online. Communications is embedded into other programs and 
enrolments are steady.   
 
Kevin Schut – Trinity Western University  
TWU is a small private Christian university, with approximately 1,500 undergraduate and 500 
graduate students.  The Communications Department has four streams: media studies, general, 
leadership and professional writing. All streams attempt to blend academic and applied courses. 
There have been no sginificant modifications this year. The department was able to add a part-
time faculty member. The school as a whole is staying stable for enrolments, but the 
department has seen declines. Tuition is an issue. The department will try to do more internal 
marketing to increase student numbers. A new course, called Communication Colloquium, has 
been implemented and is required (but worth 0 credits). The course attempts to address the 
issue of student preparedness to enter the workforce/community. The course consists largely of 
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guest speakers, professionals from the community to help students prepare for what they can 

do with their degree.  
 
Ted Hamilton – Capilano University  
The Communications degree program was approved by the ministry and ran in Fall 2011. The 
program admitted 73 applicants. Some were students from the existing diploma who decided to 
stay for the degree. Others transferred in from other programs. For this first intake, students 
were admitted to Years 1, 2, and 3 all at the same time. There have been some budget 
difficulties and miscommunications over the past year. Now that the degree is running, Capilano 
will be seeking articulation between universities. The department hired a few new faculty 
members last year. 

 
 

E. Subcommittee Reports 
Report from film/digital media subcommittee (MACSAC) – no members present 
 

F. Other Business 

1. Joint meetings 
Ted Hamilton suggested that the chairs of the two committees (MACSAC and CAC) come up with 
a shortlist of aims and common concerns to frame the joint meetings. It was generally agreed 
that the two committees would continue to have joint meetings. The Communications members 
asked to be invited to the MACSAC Google Group to facilitate communication between the two 
committees. Samantha Pattridge will forward a list of the contact emails for CAC members so 
they can be invited to the Google group.  

   
2. Election of new MACSAC/CAC chair and organization of next year meetings 
Ted Hamilton nominated Zhenyi Li for MACSAC chair and he was acclaimed to the position.  
Rebecca Jacobson nominated Judy Johnson for CAC chair (she had accepted the nomination via 
email) and she was acclaimed to the position.  

 
3. Next meeting date 
Next year’s meeting will be planned for May 15 and 16 at Royal Roads University. The 
Wednesday and Thursday were chosen as meeting dates because Monday the 20th is a holiday 
and some members might be planning long weekends to include the Friday. 
 
 

Attached: Materials from Day 2’s Indigenizing the Curriculum workshop  - brainstorming session 
results; workshop handout including bibliography of readings on indigenization 
 
 


