
Media and Communication Studies Articulation Committee (MACSAC) & 
Communications Articulation Committee (CAC) Annual Joint meeting 2013 

 
Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday, May 15 and Thursday, May 16 at Royal Roads 
University, Victoria (Unofficial until approved at next meeting) 
 
 
Attendees Representing Email addresses 
Matt Heinz (System 
Liaison) 

Royal Roads University Matthew.heinz@royalroads.ca 

Zhenyi Li (Co-chair) Royal Roads University Zhenyi.li@royalroads.ca 
Judy Johnson (Co-chair) North Island College Judy.Johnson@nic.bc.ca 
Marie Low  Acsenda melow47@telus.net 
Jean Scribner BC Institute of Technology Jean_Scribner@bcit.ca 
Joe Benge Camosun College Benge@camosun.bc.ca 
Lois Fernyhough Camosun College fernyhol@camosun.bc.ca 
Nathalie Lesage College of the Rockies LESAGE@cotr.bc.ca 
Ian Chunn Columbia College ichunn@columbiacollege.ca 
Heather Tobe  Douglas College tobeh@douglascollege.ca 
Kate Sangha Douglas College sanghak@douglascollege.ca 
Chris Wilson Kwantlen PolyTechnic 

University 
chris.wilson@kwantlen.ca 

Erin Robb Langara College erobb@langara.bc.ca 
Giselle Lemay Langara College glemay@langara.bc.ca 
Greg Lainsbury Northern Lights College glainsbury@nlc.bc.ca 
Jillian Garrett Okanagan College JGarrett@okanagan.bc.ca 
Rebecca Jacobson Selkirk College rjacobson@selkirk.ca 
Dai Yong Jin Simon Fraser University yongjin23@gmail.com 
Blair McDonald Thompson River 

University 
bmcdonald@tru.ca 

Brenda Thompson Thompson River 
University 

bthompson@tru.ca 

Kevin Schut Trinity Western University Kevin.Schut@twu.ca 
Bruce Hiebert University Canada West Bruce.Hiebert@ucanwest.ca 
David Thomson University of the Fraser 

Valley 
david.thomson@ufv.ca 

Eric Spalding University of the Fraser 
Valley 

eric.spalding@ufv.ca 

Mike Winsemann BCCAT mwinsemann@bccat.ca 
 
Regrets Representing Email addresses 
Ted Hamilton Capilano University Ehamilto@capilanou.ca 
Jason Taylor Selkirk College spinquad@gmail.com 
Ruth Derksen University of British 

Columbia 
ruth.derksen@ubc.ca 

Daniel Keyes UBC Okanagan daniel.keyes@ubc.ca 
David Leach University of Victoria dleach@uvic.ca 
Alanna Williams Vancouver Island University alanna.williams@viu.ca 

mailto:Matthew.heinz@royalroads.ca
mailto:Zhenyi.li@royalroads.ca
mailto:Judy.Johnson@nic.bc.ca
mailto:melow47@telus.net
mailto:Jean_Scribner@bcit.ca
mailto:Benge@camosun.bc.ca
mailto:fernyhol@camosun.bc.ca
mailto:LESAGE@cotr.bc.ca
mailto:ichunn@columbiacollege.ca
mailto:tobeh@douglascollege.ca
mailto:sanghak@douglascollege.ca
mailto:chris.wilson@kwantlen.ca
mailto:erobb@langara.bc.ca
mailto:glemay@langara.bc.ca
mailto:glainsbury@nlc.bc.ca
mailto:JGarrett@okanagan.bc.ca
mailto:rjacobson@selkirk.ca
mailto:yongjin23@gmail.com
mailto:bmcdonald@tru.ca
mailto:bthompson@tru.ca
mailto:Kevin.Schut@twu.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hiebert@ucanwest.ca
mailto:david.thomson@ufv.ca
mailto:eric.spalding@ufv.ca
mailto:mwinsemann@bccat.ca
mailto:Ehamilto@capilanou.ca
mailto:spinquad@gmail.com
mailto:ruth.derksen@ubc.ca
mailto:daniel.keyes@ubc.ca
mailto:dleach@uvic.ca
mailto:alanna.williams@viu.ca


 
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 
 
1.  Call to order 

The meeting was called to order by co-chairs Zhenyi Li and Judy Johnson 
 
2.  Welcome by RRU executives (Mews Ball Room) 

Dr. Steve Grundy, VP Academic and Provost, RRU, and Dr. Matt Heinz, Dean of 
Faculty of Social & Applied Sciences, RRU both welcomed and addressed the group, 
spoke about RRU and about the importance of Articulation Committees 

 
3.  Approval of agenda 

M/S/C (David Thomson, Eric Spalding) The meeting approved the agenda 
 

4. Approval of minutes 
M/S/C (David Thomson, Eric Spalding) The meeting approved the minutes 
from the May 3, 2012 MACSAC/CAC joint meeting at University of the Fraser 
Valley 

 
5. Old business 

There was no old business 
 
6. New business 

A. News and information from BCCAT (Mike Winsemann) 
i. discussed the “enabling initiative”: all institutions are now sending and 

receiving institutions.  Thousands of new course-to-course agreements 
have been added since then 

ii. talked about review of Associate degree: BCCAT charged by ministry to do 
a review of associate degree.  Review found some requirements too rigid 
and not realistic for today’s environment.  Expect recommendations of 
review will probably be accepted in June.  2 recommendations (currently 
unofficial): first, if a course is applicable to associate degree it must 
articulate to all universities; second, create 3rd associate degree (in 
addition to Associate of Arts, Associate of Science) that will “be more 
applied in nature,” although exact nature is yet to be determined.  Also 
likely to recommend educating employers about the value of the AA 
degree. 

iii. announced plan to launch articulation information centre, a hub for 
information and connection on articulation issues. 

iv.  staff changes: Christie Garneau is leaving for the Queen’s University.  Can 
contact Mike or anyone else with questions 

v. BCCAT has offered to articulate course transfer with Alberta, but only 
Athabasca has done that so far.  BC schools can do the same with Alberta, 
although to Mike’s knowledge, TRU is the only one who does. 

vi. discussed student attendance of post-secondary institutions.  Data is 
available at http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions  

vii. answered questions regarding merge of MACSAC and CAC according to 
BCCAT regulations and practices 

B. Merging CAC/MACSAC and changing acronym (Judy Johnson) 

http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions


- discussed history of separate ACs—originally unified, but split because of 
different emphases.  Last few years, we’ve met jointly.  Eric Spalding also 
remembered that MACSAC originally was focused on transferring courses to 
SFU. 
- there are still different emphases, but there are a lot of things in common.  
People generally spoke in favour of merging two ACs 
- suggestion: keep 2 chairs.  Leave the types undefined and work from year 
to year.  Stagger new chairs so there’s an overlap. 
- suggestion: Communication and Media Studies Articulation Committee 
(CAMSAC) 
- formal motion will happen at end of day on merging ACs and re-naming 
new AC 

C. Next meeting date and location (Marie Low) 
- Acsenda (formerly Sprott-Shaw) has volunteered to host at the new 
campus next year. 1090 W. Pender. 
- M/S/C (David Thomson, Eric Spalding) Agreed to hold Articulation 
Committee May 7-8 (Wednesday, Thursday), 2014 at Acsenda 

 
7. Institutional Reports 

A.  Judy Johnson, North Island College 
- see attached report for details 
- she has introduced a 2nd-year introductory Communications course, and 
because she built the course around what other programs need, course 
enrolment was very strong 

B. Bruce Hiebert, University Canada West 
- see attached report for details 
- new president led complete review of the University in order to totally 
revise the curriculum.  Communications program was totally revised in 
order to make it more coherent, professional, global, steadily increasing 
emphasis on thinking 
- communications is more tightly integrated with business 
- UCW is exploring partnerships with public institutions 

C. Dai Yong Jin, SFU 
- see attached report for details 
- raising GPA requirements for incoming international transfer students 
(3.50) and for domestic transfer students (3.00).  This is to deal with grade 
inflation 
- finished curriculum review.  Students may not take 3rd and 4th year courses 
without finishing all 2nd year courses 
- making a joint degree with SFU dept. of English and a joint degree with 
BCIT in Communication, Contemporary Art and Technology. 
- SFU is working on a joint program with a Chinese university 

D. Eric Spalding, UFV MACS 
- see attached report for details 

E. David Thomson, UFV Communications 
- see attached report for details 
- significant budget pressures due to high numbers of students and 
departing faculty 
- discussion about raising extra funding through surcharges for special 
courses 



F. Ian Chunn, Columbia College 
- the college has moved to new facilities, which they are excited about 

G. Jean Scribner, BCIT 
- see attached report for details 
- one thing not mentioned in the report is the development of podcasts to 
help students w/ important topics like avoiding plagiarism 
- BCIT is undergoing a thorough program review that may change what 
Communication Dept. will do 
- workload is a significant issue: too many students per section, and too 
many sections 

H. Kate Sangha, Douglas CMNS 
- going to merge with the “print futures” program 

I. Heather Tobe, Douglas 
- see attached report for details 
- trying to raise the profile of the program 
- interested in help finding resources for their program 
- interested in “tweaking” courses so that they directly transfer to research 
universities 

J. Marie Low, Sprott-Shaw 
- separated program from community college 
- changing name to Acsenda School of Management so as to make transfer 
easier and give a clearer focus.  Heavy emphasis on international students 
and personalized attention. 

K. Jill Garrett, Okanagan College 
- see attached report for details 
- interested in increasing numbers of students.  This may involve a 
restructuring of the department 
- struggling with academic expectations for professional preparation courses 

L. Nathalie Lesage, College of the Rockies 
- see attached report for details 
- CoR is hiring a new president, new permanent Dean as well 

M. Lois Fernyhough, Camosun  
- see attached report for details 
- applied communication program was canceled 
- but 1 year media production certificate created, with an emphasis on 
transferability to lots of other programs 
- working on creating 2 year digital media diploma 
- see attached report for details 

N. Joe Benge, Camosun 
- see attached report for details 
- the program for teaching technical writing is in transition—it may be 
moving out of the English department to the Communications department.  
Because of hiring people with lit degrees, there was a mismatch with 
subjects being taught 
- see attached report for details 

O. Kevin Schut, Trinity Western University 
- see attached report for details 
- raised issue of changes in copyright law and court interpretations of fair 
dealing, suggested discussing next year for the 2nd day session 

P. Greg Lainsbury, Northern Lights College 



- see attached report for details 
- struggling with the challenges created by large numbers of international 
students—coursework may need modification, which might hurt 
transferability 

 
8. Merging  MACSAC and CAC 

- M/S/C (Kevin Schut, David Thomson).  Meeting agreed to merge MACSAC and 
CAC as a single Articulation Committee, name to be discussed tomorrow. 

 
9. Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm 

 
 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 
 
1.  Call to order 

The meeting was called to order by co-chairs Zhenyi Li and Judy Johnson 
 
2. Institutional Reports continued 

A. Rebecca Jacobson, Selkirk College 
- see attached report for details 
- 2 new courses on journalism in development to work in partnership with 
TRU 

B. Zhenyi Li, Royal Roads 
- see attached report for details 
- Royal Roads is constantly looking for instructors and people to fill new 
vacancies 
- RRU has just introduced a new Bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary 
Studies, an innovative, wide-open professional degree.  This includes 
students taking upper level courses at other universities.  RRU is talking 
with other institutions about facilitating courses that these students can 
take. 

C. Giselle Lemay, Langara Publishing Program 
- see attached report for details 

D. Erin Robb,  Langara Communications 
- see attached report for details 

D. Brenda Thompson, Thomson Rivers University 
- see attached report for details 
- Communication major is still in process of being approved by DQAB, 
although students are now taking it 
- TRU is asking for help with transferring colleges sending survey on to their 
students 
- TRU is proposing that this articulation committee complete our own 
database of our programs to facilitate new program creation and DQAB 
approval.  It might qualify as a Transfer Innovation project for funding from 
BCCAT. We discussed adding a web design component.  Zhenyi will lead this 
initiative and continue discussing it via email. 
- TRU has started an Articulation super-Committee that has all the 
Articulation representatives across campus together.  This helps shape 
University policy and actions relating to Articulation. 

E. Chris Wilson, Kwantlen Polytechnic University 



- Communications at Kwantlen has been in transition for a long time.  It has 
moved from Humanities to Business.  The program currently focuses on 
organizational communication.  The plan is going to be that the new 
program will be running in the fall of 2014. 

 F. Zhenyi Li stated there are other institutional reports not represented or reported 
due to absence of representatives available in Google Group files. 

 
3. Professional development discussions 

A. BC Open Textbook Project (Mary Burgess, BCcampus) 

- BCcampus is working on an open textbook project 

- open textbooks are just like regular textbooks—usually started as digital 

resources, but sometimes go to print—that are licensed under a Creative 

Commons (attribution, sometimes share-alike; find info at 

creativecommons.org).  It is intended for any mode of course delivery 

- this really helps students struggling with costs of texts 

- it also helps faculty to customize resources 

- it also fits the overall philosophy of BCcampus that encourages open 

learning principles 

- last year at the OpenEd conference, BC committed to funding the creation 

of 40 open textbooks for the most popular courses in BC.  BCcampus has 

been granted $1 million to do this. 

- in phase 1 of process: finding reviewers.  Currently looking for reviewers of 

10 existing open texts.  There will be $250 honourarium.  These are 

currently not Communication textbooks, but eventually that will happen.  

The goal is to determine the quality of these texts.  BCcampus is looking for a 

representative spread of reviewers from many different types of institutions 

- phase 2 starts in September.  Asking for faculty to do adaptations of 

existing material (open-license material).  This will also be funded. 

- phase 3 is the creation of material from scratch.  This will probably start in 

2014. 

- BCcampus is hoping that faculty will collaborate on these projects. 

- Communications is #27 on the list of 40.  At bccampus.ca we can see the 

full list. 

- the Washington Open Course Library has just completed texts in 81 

subjects 

- reach Mary at mburgess@bccampus.ca 

B. Electronically mediated communication (Kate Sangha) 

- Kate presented on the role of digital communication technology in 

changing the classroom.  Specifically, she focused on teaching how to do 

resume and application letters, and asked how new technologies matter for 

teaching this. 

- she makes this project the last in the course, but has students produce 

versions of resumes and letters throughout the semester 



- one resource mentioned: What Video Games Have to Teach Us about 

Literacy and Learning, by James Paul Gee. 

- education can be iterative 

- communication should focus on empathy for audiences, and that doesn’t 

really have much to do with technology 

- many people argued that many students coming through our courses are 

not, in fact, so technically savvy.  Some obviously are, but many are not. 

- one important point: timing of courses matter.  Skills-based courses should 

be close to when those skills will be necessary.  And it’s also possible that 

time in between writing courses can help. 

C. Workload check-in: average class size, number of preps, etc. (Jean Scribner) 

- BCIT has been dealing with workload challenges due to interpretations of 

the collective bargaining agreement.  There are so many students per section 

or so many total sections that each instructor has an unworkable number of 

students each semester 

- Joe Benge mentioned the Ontario workload calculation Standard Workload 

Formula (SWF) as a model.  Jean says BCIT had a similar formula, but they 

stopped using it because it resulted in some instructors ending up with less 

than 15 contact hours per week. 

- Kwantlen limits the cap size of writing-intensive courses (25 instead of the 

standard 35).  Northern Lights has an informal agreement like that.  

Camosun is capped at 28, although that occasionally gets screwed up. 

- TRU is limited in class size by facilities—most classrooms can’t hold more 

than 36.  They also have limitations in the collective bargaining agreement 

for total number of students in a semester. 

- Marie Low suggests you can put courses on Friday, which students don’t 

like as much, so those sections tend to be lower-enrolled. 

- Langara has 3 semesters, of which 2 are for teaching and the 3rd is 

supposed to be for other stuff and vacation 

- in general, there are a wide range of how semesters and workloads are 

structured 

D. Working smarter:  assignment/lesson-sharing to minimize marking (Judy 

Johnson)  

- Judy has moved to a self-marked system to reduce stress and improve 

course experience. 

- She starts by showing her students “Presentation Zen.”  This is: in the 

preparation phase, the Zen-like quality is “restraint”; during the design 

phase, it is “simplicity”; during the delivery phase, it’s “naturalness.” 

- she then talks w/ her students about note-taking.  First, she talks about 

verbal and written cues.  Second, she talks about editing symbols: 

abbreviation and shorthand things that can help speed note-taking. 

- then she talks with the students about summarizing. 



- finally, she ends this introduction with an assignment: 5 summaries of John 

Ralston’s Saul’s 1995 Massey Lecture “The Unconscious Civilization.”  The 

students had 500 words to use.  Judy singled out the best of these, even 

though she gave everyone full credit for participating.  Each summary had to 

go shorter and shorter w/ each iteration.  But she didn’t start giving 

individualized remarks until the 3rd or 4th iteration. 

- Brenda encourages note-taking by asking her student to pretend like it’s a 

meeting and then the next session asks students at random to describe what 

happened last course 

- Brenda also suggests using laptops as resources—asking students to look 

things up 

- Kate motivates attendance with a substantial portion of the grade given for 

participation 

- Zhenyi talked about an experiment with lecture vs. collaborative self-

directed learning.  Important point is that students learn better with self-

motivation—once they have this, in some senses, all we have to do it turn 

them loose. 

- We spent some time talking about proper evaluations of courses.  One 

suggestion was to properly prepare students for evaluations—have them 

talk about the course for a few minutes first. 

- Specific suggestions in rapid fire session: 

- student peer review; grammar quiz marked in class by students 

- oral live feedback 

- anonymous Q&A a week before assignments are due 

- use rubrics; have a marking focus—only feedback on part of it, as 

defined in advance.  Joe Benge demonstrated a tremendously 

detailed rubric page.  Jillian suggests going from positive to negative 

left to right in order to make it psychologically more useful. 

- use portfolios 

- end-class checklist of top 3 done and bottom 3 things to work on 

- general/group feedback on assignments 

- review comments in Word 

- give obvious poor quality work back without marking 

- assign grade holistically, but only do detailed feedback on part of it 

- short, rigidly focused assignments 

- one assignment with many revisions and rounds of feedback 

- give 2 due dates: one for students who want extensive feedback, 

one for students who just want a mark 

- to help w/ group grading, Judy suggests doing some individual 

work.  Joe suggests has everyone do individual work and submit it to 

team members. 

- Joe also suggests giving team members roles to precisely define 

contribution. 



- Chris suggests prepping group work with a session on team work 

 - We found a website for our members to share viewpoints and 
resources would be more valuable and helpful than a discussion in an 
annual meeting. Zhenyi will pursue BCCAT grant for this initiation. 

 

4. New acronym 

- M/S/C (Judy Johnson, Kevin Schut).  Newly merged articulation committee will 

be called the “Communication And Media studies Articulation Committee,” or 

CAMAC for short. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Meeting adjourned at 3:00pm 

 

(Minutes recorded May 15 and 16, emailed May 17 by Kevin Schut, edited May 21 by Zhenyi 
Li) 
  































 


