
Minutes of the 2009 BC Philosophy Articulation Committee Meeting 
 

The meeting, which was held at Vancouver Island University on May 1st, was chaired by 
Carolyn Swanson (Vancouver Island University), with Justin Kalef (also of VIU) serving as 
secretary.  Other participants were as follows: Norman Swartz (Alexander College); Karen 
Shirley (Camosun College); Michael Fleming (Capilano University); Vance Mattson (College 
of the Rockies); Brent Smart (Columbia College); John Bruin (Douglas College); Heather 
Harrison (Kwantlen Polytechnic University); Jeff Lawrence (North Island College); John 
Rowell (Selkirk College); Dennis Bevington (Simon Fraser University); Geoff Bowe 
(Thompson Rivers University); Sylvia Berryman (University of British Columbia); and 
Janice Porteous (Vancouver Island University). 
 

The Chair welcomed the participants to the meeting at 3:10 pm.   
1. Welcome and Introduction 

 

Heather moved to carry institutional reports to the end of the meeting in order to 
ensure that there would be adequate time for more pressing business.  Motion carried.  
The Chair then moved to approve the revised agenda.  Motion carried. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

The Chair moved that the misspelled ‘BCAT’ in the previous minutes be amended to 
read ‘BCCAT’.  John Rowell pointed out that his name should be added to the 
previous minutes, since he was at the 2008 meeting.  The Chair then moved that both 
these amendments be accepted, together with the further amendment that Susan 
Gardner (of Capilano College) should have her last name added to the previous 
minutes.  This last motion was carried. 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

 

The Chair explained the purpose of the meeting, and clarified the nature and function 
of BCCAT: to help students transfer between schools.  Hence, the primary purpose of 
the meeting is to facilitate discussion on any topics that might affect transfer 
relationships.  A secondary purpose of the meeting is to allow participants, and the 
departments they represent, to seek a common understanding of course objectives, 
and (more broadly) to foster good relationships between institutions. 

4. Purpose of Meeting 

 

The Chair reminded the participants of two approved motions from last year’s 
meeting – for the chair to write letters to Trinity Western University and to Simon 
Fraser University regarding specific denied transfer requests.  The chair further 
discussed these transfer requests:   

5. Summary of Business 

 a) Trinity Western University denied transfer credit for Douglas College’s 
‘Science and Society’ course, but did not provide a rationale for this decision.  
The Chair passed along to John Bruin BCCAT’s advice that Douglas College 
send an updated course outline to TWU. 

 b) Simon Fraser University denied transfer credit for an ‘Ethics for Psychiatric 
Nursing’ course offered by Douglas College.  The Articulation Coordinator from 



BCCAT agreed with SFU’s decision given SFU has no nursing program and the 
course is of upper level credit.  

 
Much discussion, primarily between John Bruin and Dennis Bevington, ensued 
regarding (b).  Dennis explained that SFU’s Philosophy Department does not teach 
courses in applied ethics, those courses being offered instead by other departments at 
SFU.  Students transferring to SFU with courses in applied ethics that are taught 
outside the Philosophy Department at SFU (such as Business Ethics or Health 
Science Ethics) are given credit for these courses at SFU, but not in Philosophy.  Any 
courses in applied ethics that do not match up with such courses at SFU are given 
unassigned credit for lower-level Philosophy (PHIL 1xx).  John argued that students 
ought to get Philosophy credit for more standard applied ethics courses for the 
purpose of “transcript breadth”.  
 
Karen questioned whether this decision was consistent with the practice of other 
universities. Dennis maintained the consistency, and pointed out that those who teach 
specialized applied ethics courses at SFU are not hired on or vetted by the Philosophy 
Department.  He argued, on this basis, that it would be inappropriate to assign 
Philosophy credit for such courses. 
 

These were moved to the end of the meeting, as noted under Point 2 above, and the 
follow-up at the end of Point 14 below.   

6. Institutional Reports 

 

The Chair asked whether there was any new business: none was mentioned. 
7. New Business 

 

The Chair explained what a System Liaison Person (SLP) does: an SLP serves as 
liaison between the committee and BCCAT, orients new chairs, and serves as a 
resource person.  The SLP is an administrator, usually a dean, who provides 
information about administration and the post-secondary system.  The SLP does not 
have a vote.  BCCAT, the Chair explained, recommends that the committee have such 
a person. 

8. System Liaison Person 

 
Michael and Heather thought the idea was good, but doubted whether anyone would 
volunteer.  Dennis opposed the idea on the basis of the diversity of the various 
institutions and departments; therefore, the value of a resource person bringing 
administrative knowledge was questionable.  Heather thought that an SLP might still 
have some useful functions, such as orienting new chairs.  However, this role need 
not be performed by an SLP.  The Chair remarked that someone at VIU had 
expressed the concern that an SLP might inhibit free discussion. 
 
Norman suggested that things are fine without an SLP, and moved that the committee 
do nothing on this issue.  A vote was taken on Norman’s motion, and it was accepted 
by a 10-0 vote (two abstaining). 



 
Heather then moved that, in place of our having an SLP, we should make it a practice 
that the current chair should contact the new chair each year to give assistance.  
Michael added to this motion the suggestion that a small booklet be made up 
containing key points of guidance.  It was further added to the motion, after some 
discussion, that some information that could be helpful to new chairs be placed 
online.  This motion passed with one dissenting voice (Norman), who suggested that 
these materials should not be exhibited online. 
 

The Chair referred the committee to the pending transfer requests for 2008 and 2009 
(in the meeting booklet), and asked participants from receiving institutions to contact 
their transfer credit contacts to try and resolve them.  She informed the participants 
that BCCAT will, this summer, purge all requests over twelve months old. 

9. Pending Requests 

 
Norman suggested that, when these pending transfer requests are written up later for 
the committee’s consideration, the course names be listed along with the course 
numbers.  The Chair agreed that it would be good for future chairs to do this. 
 
Discussion ensued about course transfers between different schools, and how the 
newly-designated universities would affect this. 
 

Michael asked how upper-level courses (e.g. from Michael’s own institution, 
Capilano University) would be counted by other universities to which students might 
transfer. 

10. Transfer of 3rd and 4th Year Courses 

 
Dennis replied that, at SFU, any prerequisite-free courses on incoming students’ 
transcripts are afforded 2nd-year credit.  Dennis further explained that it is not 
sufficient for there to be prerequisites on the books for these upper-level courses; 
these prerequisites must be consistently enforced

 

 (which is something that SFU, at 
least, takes the time to investigate).  SFU, he made clear, has a policy of granting only 
2nd-year credit to upper-level courses from other schools for which there is evidence 
of inconsistency in enforcing prerequisites. 

Sylvia said that UBC has no clear transfer rubric, and makes decisions on a case-by-
case basis. 
 
Janice suggested that there could be unfair results if courses were given transfer credit 
inconsistently. 
 

The Chair solicited information, from the departments with graduate programs, on 
how the other universities can better support students who wish to attend graduate 
school. 

11. Preparing Students for Graduate School 

 



Sylvia explained that UBC looks for evidence that prospective graduate students are 
engaged in, and “fascinated with”, a set of clear questions on some topical area of 
philosophy, rather than simply applying to graduate school out of sheer inertia.  More 
specifically, she explained that UBC looks at whether the applicant has a reasonable 
amount of “boxes checked off”: UBC’s graduate program has “retroactive 
requirements”, which involve graduate students taking a certain number of courses in 
each of three or four core areas, and promising applicants will have already satisfied 
most of these requirements.  Students who have not taken a large enough number of 
courses on these core topics in their undergraduate degree will have more work to do 
in their graduate program, and in many cases the department will decide on these 
grounds against admitting applicants to their graduate program.  In addition, 
applicants without sufficient upper-level coursework in key areas are not eligible for 
work as TAs, and are generally denied entry to the UBC graduate program on that 
basis.   
 
Sylvia stressed, in particular, the importance of the following courses on an 
applicant’s transcript: 
-Formal logic; 
-several detailed and technical upper-level courses on specialized topics in:  
 a) epistemology;  
 b) metaphysics;  
 c) value theory; and  
 d) history of philosophy. 
 
Sylvia also emphasized the importance of the applicant’s project statement.  
Applicants’ interests need to be strongly compatible with the interests of the graduate 
faculty (e.g. not something to do with Heidegger).  It is also an important concern that 
students have well enough developed interests. 
 
Dennis then spoke for SFU, which he said considered graduate school applications in 
much the same light as UBC.  He stressed, however, that the applicant’s writing 
sample is the most important part of the application, by far.  Sylvia agreed with this.  
Dennis also warned that letters of recommendation with effusive language like “…the 
best student I’ve had in 25 years” diminish the credibility of the letter-writer.  Letter-
writers should, however, explain any important transcript anomalies (such as a crash 
in 2nd year).  Dennis pointed to the special importance of the applicant’s grade in 
formal logic (which he said is a general expectation for anyone seeking admission to 
graduate school at SFU, even if it is not always a deal-breaker): the department uses it 
as a check against grade inflation in non-logic courses, since students from programs 
with grade inflation will often have lower grades in logic and strong grades 
elsewhere.  This sort of discrepancy between logic and other grades arouses 
considerable suspicion at SFU, he advised.  
 
Dennis stressed that a writing sample from a serious candidate for graduate school 
should: 
-be in the analytic tradition; 



-show evidence of “creativity, insight, acuity, control of the subject, and literacy”; 
-be of A+ calibre for a 4th-year course (i.e. “be publishable”); and 
-engage and interact with mainstream

Dennis ended by emphasizing that all students considering graduate school need to be 
made aware of the extreme difficulty of finding employment in philosophy in today’s 
climate.  Other participants expressed their agreement.  Dennis stressed the 
importance to students of considering admissions to a strong PhD program early on in 
the game – including the time of their selection of an MA program, if they take an 
MA before a PhD – and advised that students be very circumspect about accepting 
PhD offers from any institutions outside of the PGR top 15

 literature, and show expertise in – not just 
familiarity with – the relevant concepts. 
 

1, since lower-ranked 
schools tend to exploit students as cheap labour while offering them no real prospects 
of an academic career.  Dennis advised that students who consider enrolling in any 
PhD program outside of the top 15 request, and carefully examine, that PhD 
program’s job placement record. 
 
[James Young (of the University of Victoria), though he could not attend the meeting, 
sent along a response to this question on behalf of UVic.  James mentioned that UVic 
prefers to accept top students from smaller programs over mediocre students from 
more famous ones, and that UVic made offers this year to a student from Kwantlen 
and another from TRU.  James identified three things “beyond the obvious” that UVic 
looks for in MA applicants: 
“(1) lots of courses in the core areas of philosophy (so a course on Kant or philosophy 
of mind is better than one on philosophy of sex and love); 
“(2) a rigorous introductory course on formal logic (this is good in itself and we need 
people who can be logic TAs).  
“(3) a good fit with the interests of our faculty; if someone wants to do, say, British 
Idealism, we won't take them, no matter how good they are. We read the student's 
letter of intent very carefully.”] 
 

The Chair asked the participants about developments in the nursing ethics/biomedical 
ethics controversy in the various schools. 
 
John Rowell said that the Nursing department at Selkirk College had had him develop 
a course on nursing ethics, and then told him he wasn’t needed. 
 
Karen Shirley gave an account of her negotiations with the Nursing department at 
Camosun College.  She said that she “slipped through” a new 2nd year nursing course, 
to be taught by Philosophy.  John Rowell pointed out that it was not an option for the 
Selkirk nursing ethics course to be taught by Philosophy, since a Nursing instructor 
taught half of it. 

12. Nursing Ethics 

                                                   
1 i.e. NYU; Oxford; Rutgers; Princeton; U. of Pittsburgh; U. of Michigan, Ann Arbor; Harvard; MIT; Yale; 
Stanford; Berkeley; UCLA; U. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Australian National University; Columbia; 
and Arizona (the last three are tied for 14th). 



 
There ensued considerable discussion about the textbook Toward a Moral Horizon.  
The upshot of this discussion was that Nursing departments tend to think highly of it, 
while Philosophy instructors tend toward a dim view of its philosophical merits. 
 
Vance said that he has managed to hang on to his school’s version of the course for 
the present. 
 
Karen pointed out that, if the course is taught by Philosophy Departments at a given 
college, students from that college will be able to transfer to UVic (say) with that 
credit. 
 
The Chair asked whether there might also be a need, at these institutions, for a 
biomedical ethics course run by the Philosophy Departments.  Karen pointed out that 
UVic still has such a course (taught by Eike Kluge).  Michael suggested that people 
going to medical school will often look for a biomedical ethics course. 
 
The Chair asked whether the participants felt that these nursing and biomedical ethics 
courses should be taught by Philosophy Departments.  There appeared to be general 
agreement that they should be. 
 

The Chair asked whether participants felt there should be prerequisites for applied 
ethics courses.  She wondered whether enrolments in these courses might rise if these 
prerequisites were waived.  Karen admitted that Camosun adds or subtracts 
prerequisites for applied ethics courses on the basis of enrolment demands.  John 
Rowell, John Bruin, and Jeff Lawrence said that Selkirk College, Douglas College, 
and North Island College have no prerequisites for such courses. 

13. Prerequisites for Applied Ethics Courses 

 
The discussion then shifted to the broader topic of prerequisites for any other courses 
that do not count toward upper-level Philosophy credit (i.e. 2nd year courses).  Sylvia 
said that, since UBC’s program entails that Philosophy majors take 39 credits of 
specific upper-level requirements out of at least 42 credits in Philosophy – which 
implies that their majors will have taken at least 39 credits’ worth of courses with 
specific prerequisites – this isn’t an issue UBC worries about.  In response to 
questions about how the presence or absence of prerequisites for 2nd year courses will 
affect transfer credit, Sylvia and Dennis explained that UBC and SFU assign transfer 
credit to 2nd year courses on the basis of whether they deem the courses as equivalent 
to the corresponding courses at UBC and SFU, not on the basis of prerequisites for 
those courses at the institution that offers them. 
 

The Chair asked the participants for their thoughts on the proper nature of critical 
thinking courses.  Should these courses focus primarily on critical thinking, i.e., 
should they primarily have a negative focus on seeing what’s wrong with arguments?  
Should there be a writing component? 

14. Critical Thinking 



 
Norman addressed the first question, noting critical thinking courses could also look 
at solving practical problems, making responsible (consumer) decisions, and 
identifying relevance. 
 
Karen, Heather, and John Bruin spoke to the second question.  Karen doubted 
whether a critical thinking course with a writing component would work at a smaller 
institution.  Heather said that Kwantlen was advised recently to develop a 
combination critical thinking/writing course that would be required for all students.   
 
John Bruin expressed doubts about such a course, saying that it would “serve too 
many masters”.  He suggested, though, that it would be good to have a course on how 
to solve problems, rather than on how to evaluate arguments. 
 
* At this point, it was suggested that – to save time – members should send in their 
institutional reports rather than discuss them as a group.  Everyone agreed to this. 
 

The Chair asked how the various departments handle writing and grammar 
shortcomings with their students. 

15. Writing and Grammar Skills 

 
Norm reported that he had had some success in advising students to talk first, and 
then to write down just what they said.  Janice said that she has her students read their 
papers aloud before turning them in.  Jeff said that he has his students read their 
papers to one another.  John Rowell and Heather Harrison said that it helps if the 
students know what they’re talking about. 
 
Further discussion ensued, but with no further points being suggested. 
 

The Chair asked the participants for any thoughts they might have on the effects of 
the new universities, and on the pros and cons of introducing rank and title.  She also 
solicited thoughts on whether these changes might have an effect on Philosophy 
programs. 

16. New Universities in BC 

 
It was agreed unanimously that, since time was running short, this topic should be left 
for discussion at dinner. 
 

The Chair asked for suggestions about next year’s meeting.  There was some debate 
about whether it should be held at UBC or Selkirk, but in the end everyone agreed 
that it should be in Selkirk.  Therefore, the next meeting will be held on the first 
Friday of May, 2010, in Nelson, BC.  John Rowell will serve as Chair. 

17. Elections and Planning for Next Meeting 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 
18. Adjournment 



Appendix I: Institutional Reports 

Alexander College (http://www.alexandercollege.ca/index.htm) is a for-profit 
college located in Burnaby.  It draws students both from offshore and from within 
British Columbia. 

Alexander College 

Unlike some for-profit colleges which have sprung up in British Columbia (and 
deservedly collapsed into ignominy shortly thereafter), Alexander College strives 
to uphold the highest academic standards and to look after the well-being of its 
students. 

All of its courses are designed on the models of the major universities in the 
Province.  All of its courses have transfer credit to the major Universities.  The 
Standing Academic Standards Committee (SASC) is comprised entirely of senior 
academics, well-recognized in their respective fields, who serve roughly as the 
equivalent of departmental, faculty, and Senate review committees at the major 
universities.  Each member of the committee is responsible for the academic 
excellence of the courses offered by the College in his/her own area of expertise.  
In this regard, each member serves much as do chairs of departments in the 
universities: e.g. taking an active role in designing the courses, vetting 
applications for instructors, reviewing the syllabus and course materials, 
overseeing the offering of courses, mentoring the instructors, and reviewing 
grades and student questionnaires. 

There are four courses in Philosophy in the Calendar. 

 PHIL 100 – Knowledge and Reality 
 PHIL 110 – Introduction to Moral Philosophy 
 PHIL 120 – Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking 
 PHIL 210 – Natural Deductive Logic 

 

To date, only PHIL 120 – Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking – has been 
offered, once in the Sept.-Dec. term of 2008, and once again in the Jan.-Apr. term 
of 2009.  It has been taught by Joe Naylor, PhD (UBC).  This course will again be 
offered in Sept.-Dec. 2009, along with one other (which one is yet to be decided). 

I can personally assure the BC Articulation Committee in Philosophy that the 
philosophy courses at Alexander College are well-designed, ably taught, and well-
received by the students. 

 



James Atkinson has joined the department but does not have full time or 
continuing status. He brings our numbers up to three full-timers and two part-
timers. Megan Shelstadt has still not got full time continuing status, but we hope 
that will change soon. 

Camosun College 

James and Megan Shelstadt are teaching business ethics now that Camosun has a 
business degree with an ethics course requirement. 

James will very likely be developing our first online course, probably Phil 100. 

Capilano College became Capilano University one year ago.  To date, there have 
been few significant changes and nothing that has changed the way the 
Department of Philosophy functions.  However, we have begun the process of 
developing 300 and 400 level courses, with the aim of having these courses 
contribute to a general BA degree.  There is no proposal for a Philosophy minor 
or major at the moment. 

Capilano University 

John Dixon has retired.  Wayne Henry resigned.  Patrick Findler and Martin 
Godwyn have been hired. 

The number of sections taught remains stable and enrolments have been strong 
this year.  We have noticed an increased demand for our summer courses.  Sue 
Gardner has added an accelerated Critical Thinking course targeted at grade 11 
graduates for August. 

Philosophy at the College of the Rockies (COTR) continues to draw strong 
enrollments, particularly in first year.  Phil 101 (Introduction to Ethics) and Phil 
102 (Introduction to Metaphysics, Epistemology) are consistently popular.  
However, due to our small population base, second year enrollments continues to 
be the primary struggle across University Studies/Transfer.  With this in mind, the 
college will be offering only one (as opposed to the usual two) second year 
philosophy courses next year, Phil 201 (Social and Political Philosophy).  The 
primary rational given from management, which affected several arts and science 
disciplines (including the cancellation of our Criminal Justice Program), is the 
coming year’s exodus of the second year portion of our U-Vic education program 
(previously U-Vic students enrolled at COTR for two years and took a variety of 
University Studies courses in their second year to satisfy either required or 
elective course).  It is important to note, however, that U-Vic education students 

College of the Rockies 



did not typically take philosophy as an elective, and that enrollments in second 
year philosophy this past year were quite strong (relatively to other disciplines).  
Nevertheless, the college is refocusing our arts and science offerings into two 
major ‘streams’: Environmental Studies, and Intercultural and Global Studies.  
These ‘streams’ will be marketed this fall and will be bolstered by renewed 
second year course offerings in the following year.  Secondly, our Bioethics 
offering is now moved to Nursing Ethics, with the option (unlikely) that Bioethics 
will be taught again in the near future.  There are no transfer issues or concerns at 
this point.  

After several years of declining enrollment at our college, we seem to have 
stabilized.  There are, unfortunately, still efforts somewhere in administration to 
reduce the number of philosophy sections on the timetable.  This summer, we 
have 3 sections (two sections of informal logic and one of formal logic).  Last 
term, there were five sections but it was only through considerable effort, 
including petitioning by students,  that we managed to keep our administration 
from removing the one introduction to ethics course that had originally been 
scheduled.  I hope that we’ve seen the bottom of our enrollment decline, the 
bottom of reductions in philosophy courses. 

Columbia College 

Corpus Christi College is a two-year Catholic liberal arts college affiliated with 
the University of British Columbia. The college currently offers courses in over 
20 subject areas in the Arts, Commerce and the Social Sciences, and a two-year 
university program that is transferable to other major post-secondary institutions 
across Canada and the USA. Classes at the college are capped at 35 students. 

Corpus Christi College at UBC 

The Department of Philosophy at the college offers first and second-year 
philosophy courses which are available for transfer to B.C. universities. The 
department is comprised of the following members: Colin Ruloff (PhD, 
Claremont), David Klassen, (PhD, CUA), Margherita Oberti (PhD, UBC), Mazen 
Guirguis (PhD, UBC), Greg Kennedy (PhD, Ottawa). The college currently offer 
the following courses:  

Phil 101 – History of Philosophy I: The Pre-Socratics to Aristotle 
Phil 102 - History of Philosophy II: The post-Aristotelian Period to the early  
                 Medieval Period 
Phil 103 - Introduction to Philosophy  
Phil 104 - Critical Thinking 
Phil 201 - Medieval Philosophy 



Phil 202 - Modern Philosophy 
Phil 203 - Philosophy of Religion  
 

The department is developing courses in formal logic, epistemology, metaphysics, 
and ethics.  

Institutional report for the Douglas College Philosophy Department (May, 2009):  

Douglas College 

1) Enrollment is very good and very steady, at or over 'profile' for the last two 
years.  

2) We currently have nine full-time faculty. 

3) Some new involvement with other departments (Sport Science, and 
Therapeutic Recreation), offering them applied ethics courses specifically suited 
to their related fields. 

Langara College has a philosophy department of six (6) full time members (two 
of whom are on temporary contracts and are on track to become regular full time 
members of the department). The department offers first and second 
year philosophy courses which are available for transfer credit to B.C. 
universities. The department articlated an Associate of Arts degree in philosophy 
this year. It also articulated new courses in environmental ethics and philosophy 
of religion. It is hosting an international conference "Sport and Technology: 
Philosophical Dimensions" on May 29-31, 2009. 

Langara College  

1. Substantial revisions to our introductory philosophy courses (last year): 

North Island College 

Old titles: 

• PHI 100: Introductory Philosophy I, and 

• PHI 101: Introductory Philosophy II 

• (PHI 100 was previously recommended before taking PHI 101) 

New titles: 

• PHI 100: Introductory Philosophy: Knowledge & Reality, and 



• PHI 101: Introductory Philosophy: Values & Society 

• (PHI 100 can now be taken before or after PHI 101) 

2. New course: PHI 220: Philosophy of Love and Sex (this year) 

This course is currently running this May and June intersession (25 students). 

At Northwest Community College, I am still the sole phil prof, of two intro 
courses in general phil and ethics.   

Northwest Community College 

The college admin tried this year to have others teach the courses on other 
campuses, but when I questioned the background of the prospective profs, which 
were in MA in English and psych, and said the articulation committee likely 
would not accept them as profs, the admin backed down. 

I have stopped teleconferencing the courses, as I found the students incapable of 
maintaining the discipline that the technology requires; also, our collective 
agreement limits to six the number of face-to-face students in a teleconference 
course, and I was sure that there were more who wanted it on my campus.  I was 
right and have 13 in the ethics course this term.   

The other campuses will come up with some other solution, I imagine, as the 
ethics course is required for the criminology program.  So, a question for the 
articulation committee: what is the minimum acceptable requirement; still MA in 
phil, which I argue, or PhD in other humanities discipline, with at least a couple 
of publications related to phil? 

Just to report what I mentioned at the meeting, that the nursing faculty have taken 
over my portion of Nursing Ethics. They claimed that the bioethics component of 
the course did not fit the learning outcomes that have been formulated for this 
course. 

Selkirk College 

The bad news about the budget that began last fiscal year when we had two 
searches frozen mid way through the search carries on into this one and will be 
even worse in the year following.  The way the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences (FASS) handled the shortfall this year was to cut back Sessional 
positions in Burnaby.  It wasn’t a trim; it was a clear cut.  There is no money for 

Simon Fraser University 



Sessionals at the Burnaby campus this year and no increases in funding for Surrey 
or Harbour Centre. 

Despite the bad budget, two new faculties were created and these have been 
deemed by senior administration to be growth areas.  FASS by contrast is 
expected to shrink. 

Jeff Pelletier retired on December 31, 2008 and Kirsti Laird will be leaving the 
department this August.  Because we are so short staffed, the Vice President 
authorized a search, one of the rare exceptions to the hiring freeze.  Holly 
Andersen who graduated from the University of Pittsburgh will be joining the 
department in September.  She works in Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of 
Psychology, Cognitive Science, Philosophy of Mind, Epistemology / 
Metaphysics.  We were also given a spousal appointment commencing three years 
from now for Endre Begby, Holly Andersen’s partner.  He graduated from 
Pittsburgh and his work focuses on (i) philosophy of mind and language, with 
extensions into action theory, metaphysics, and epistemology, and (ii) systematic 
and historical issues in political philosophy, especially concerning global justice 
with a particular interest in the connection between state sovereignty, human 
rights, and the principle of non-intervention. 

Mark McPherran will be stepping down as Chair and will be replaced by Lisa 
Shapiro. 

One of our Honours students was short listed at NYU(!).  Other students (graduate 
and undergraduate) got offers from places like Cornell, Arizona, North Carolina, 
Florida and Edinburgh. 

Enrollment continues to be healthy, although there has been a slight dip at the 300 
level. 

Articulation News from TRU: 

Thompson Rivers University 

1.  Retirement of tenured Prof. Dan O'Reilly. 1 Year replacement hiring in 
progress, intent to seek new tenure stream appointment in 1 year.  
2. Senate approval of new course/field school, PHIL 490, Philosophy in the 
Aegean, 2 week intensive study on topics in Ancient philosophy, plus 2 week 
field school in Turkey - 3 Credits. Details here: 
http://www.tru.ca/senate/committees/epc/approvals/arts.html.    
3. Seeking collaboration on the field school and other projects (faculty and 
student exchange) with Istanbul Technical University. 

http://www.tru.ca/senate/committees/epc/approvals/arts.html�


The big news for us is that we will be launching a newly approved Honours 
program in the Fall of 2009.  This project comes on the heels of a departmental 
review completed in 2008, at which time our external reviewers and many of our 
alumni recommended that we cultivate our strengths as a program by offering this 
degree.  The fact that all four of our faculty are either tenured or tenure-track is a 
strong foundation for this degree; in addition, the interests and expertise of the 
faculty, taken together, reflect every major tradition of western philosophy.  TWU 
is the first Protestant Christian university in Canada to offer an Honours degree in 
Philosophy. 

Trinity Western University 

Despite difficult fiscal challenges and declining university enrolments in the 
Humanities (TWU is still completely dependent on tuition for its main source of 
revenue), Philosophy is holding its own with respectable enrolment numbers.  The 
number of majors and minors is steadily growing as well. 

The launching of a new course in Philosophy of Society and Law (PHIL 108) has 
experienced respectable enrolments the first time round in the Spring of 2009.  
We plan to offer it again in the Fall of 2009.    

UBC has recently added some combined Majors options: Philosophy and 
Economics, Philosophy and Political Science and History and Philosophy of 
Science, and hopes to develop a new Cognitive Systems and Philosophy option 
for majors next year.   A 4th year research seminar experience is now standard for 
all majors.   UBC's selective Honours programme continues to offer excellent 
preparation for students considering graduate study in philosophy. 

University of British Columbia 

We continue to welcome a fair percentage of transferring students to the major, 
and to foster student mobility through UBC Go Global's exchange programmes.  
Several online Distance Education course offerings increase accessibility of the 
Philosophy major and minor. 

We have hired several new faculty recently: Roberta Ballarin (metaphysics), 
Murat Aydede (mind), and Eric Margolis (mind), and are anticipating the arrival 
two new assistant professors, Matthew Bedke (ethics, metaethics) and Christopher 
Mole (mind, cognitive science).  Margaret Schabas is stepping down as 
Department Chair at the end of this year. 

 

 



Margaret Cameron has joined the Department, holding a Canada Research Chair. 
Monika Langer has retired and been replaced by Michael J. Raven, a recent 
graduate of New York University. Jan Zwicky has indicated that she will retire in 
2010. The initial indication is that she will be replaced immediately upon 
retirement, likely by a specialist in ancient philosophy. It is anticipated that all 
retirements will be replaced; this reflects continuing strong undergraduate 
enrolment. The Dean of Humanities has indicated that modest growth may be 
expected in the foreseeable future. This will be tied to increasing graduate 
enrolment. The Department continues to tinker with the undergraduate 
curriculum. In the coming year, the changes are unlikely to have an impact on 
transfer relationships. A doctoral programme remains in the planning stages. 

University of Victoria 

In the last two years, there have been some major developments for the 
philosophy program at Vancouver Island University: (1) the department gained a 
new majors program, (2) the department acquired two new permanent faculty 
members, Justin Kalef and Carolyn Swanson, and (3) the institution became a 
university.  Correspondingly, the institution also went through a name change – 
from Malaspina University-College to Vancouver Island University.   

Vancouver Island University 

Philosophy 331, the ethics course for nursing students, has gone through a name 
change – from “Issues in Biomedical Ethics” to “Ethics in Heath Care.”  The 
focus of this course has also shifted -- from wider issues in medicine to on-the-job 
issues in nursing practice.   

Enrolment in philosophy courses continues to be healthy.  
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