
 

 

BCCAT Visual Art & Design Articulation Meeting 
May 11th12th, 2011 

Langara College, Vancouver 
 
Minutes 
 
 
In Attendance: 
May 11th      May 12th 
 
John Fitzgibbon  BCCAT (assoc director)  Joseph Hoh  Camosun 
Joseph Hoh  Camosun   Sandra Semchuk  ECUAD  
Sandra Semchuk  ECUAD    Robert Gelineau  KPU 
Robert Gelineau  KPU    Nancy Duff   KPU 
Nancy Duff   KPU    Jake Hill  Langara 
Tim Nash  Langara    Tim Nash  Langara 
Daryl Plater  Langara   Daryl Plater  Langara 
Kevin Smith   Langara   Helena Wadsley  Langara 
Helena Wadsley  Langara   David Wells   NEC 
David Wells   NEC    Jennifer Bowes   Northern Lights College 
Jennifer Bowes   Northern Lights College  Ernie Kroeger   TRU 
Ernie Kroeger   TRU    Deana Holmes   UBC 
Deana Holmes   UBC    Phillip McCrum   UBC 
Phillip McCrum   UBC    Stephen Foster   UBCO 
Stephen Foster   UBCO    Tetsuomi Anzai  UFV (chair) 
Tetsuomi Anzai  UFV (chair)   Deanna Devitt  UFV 
Deanna Devitt  UFV    Paula Funk  UFV 
Paula Funk  UFV    Justin McGrail   VIU 
Justin McGrail   VIU    Eryn Foster  YSVA 
Eryn Foster  YSVA     

 
 
Regrets: 
Jennifer Moore  Capilano (SLP) 
Mary-Lou Trinkwon  Capilano 
Roberta Frey-Chale COR 
Lesley Finlayson Langara 
Jason Taylor  Selkirk 
Eileen Leier  TRU 
Doug Buis  TRU 
Renay Egami  UBCO 
Wendy Welch  VISA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Day 1, 
 
 
1. Lunch and Welcome from Langara 
- Personal welcome from Julie Longo, Dean of Arts 

 
 
2. Approval of Minutes from 2010 VIU Meeting 
- spelling errors noted, page 2/3 
- John Fitzgibbon comment on upper level courses being transferrable, based on institutions 
wishes. No existing hard policy against upper level transfers. 
- approved with revisions 

 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
- Joseph Hoh proposes 2012 planning be moved to AM of second day. 
- approved with revision 

 
 
4. Introductions 
A. BCCAT SLP absent 
B. Langara ICP‟s introduced; Terese Paradis & Lisa Randall 
C. roundtable introductions 
 
 

5. Introduction of John Fitzgibbon, Associate Director for Transfer and 
Articulation 
A. Presentation 
- BCCAT highlights & activities 
- presented on history on his position and predecessor 
-Information sheets distributed on updated information and Student Mobility.  The sheet on 
BCCAT provides links on how to access specific information, including the following papers (http 
address given): English Proficiency Requirements at BC Post-Secondary Institutions: 
Challenges Posed for Students.  http://www.bccat.ca/publications/publication/?pub=4121 
-They are looking into standardizing English proficiency. 
- information on shifts in trends of sending/receiving institutions. Traditional identities of 
institutions as sending/receiving seem to no longer be as fixed. 
- Student Transitions Project. Movers and Transfers in the BC Public Post-Secondary System. 
http://www.aved.gov.bc/student_transitions/documents/PSM-Newsletter-2011.pdf 
-Student Mobility in the BC Public System – 22,5000 active credit course registrants moved 
between BC public post-secondary institutions, from 2007/8 to 2008/09. 
-Most students started out with a two-year diploma (UT) towards a research University 
(traditional model). This is not always the case now, forcing institutions over the last decade to 
rethink the issue of Student Mobility. 
-BCCAT wants to work with Research Universities – sending students to each other. 
-BCCAT has been tracking student mobility by looking into the „Personal Education Numbers„ 
issued. 

http://www.bccat.ca/publications/publication/?pub=4121
http://www.aved.gov.bc/student_transitions/documents/PSM-Newsletter-2011.pdf


 

 

-They would like to work on increasing efficiency of transfer across the country, but also 
including private as well as public institutions.This is problematic at this point, as many 
provinces do not have the „Personal Education number‟ for students.   
- programs can apply to be sender or receiver, but status often depends on culture of the 
program. 
- info on block transfers. So far BCCAT has difficulty tracking, but working on a system. 
- info on “flexible pre-majors”. New initiative to further ease and enhance transfer experience of 
students. 
- info on transfer innovations fund. 
- Interprovincial Transfer agreements: This is proving difficult as each province has a different 
system for Transfer and Articulation.  BC has one of the more efficient systems.  Alberta now 
has the „Alberta Council on Admissions and Transfer‟.  I would like to look into this as some of 
our students are transferring to Grande Prairie Regional College, The University of Alberta and 
The Alberta College of Art and Design. 
- presented mobility diagram, detailing movement of students in a year. 
- info on credits to graduation. Reported no depreciable GPA for transfer students 
-Credits to Graduation.http://www.bccat.ca/publications/publication/?pub=4091 
-BCCAT has been looking into the success rates of transfer students in relation to students who 

stay four years in one institution.  The year after transfer, it is common to see a decrease in 

student performance and grade points; however when transfer students are in their final year 

their grades are on par with the other students. 

B. Q&A 
Dual Credit Students (Question by Jennifer Bowes at NLC) 
-asked how Dual credit students fit into BCCAT, as they do create some complications when it 

comes to transfer into a UT system.  They do not necessarily meet all the „normal‟ pre-requisites 

required in other institutions.  The other institutions represented at the meeting were unfamiliar 

with the dual credit system, as was the BCCAT Director.  He would like to remain in contact to 

discuss these issues further.  John Fitzgibbon suggests a „New Member‟s Resource Book‟ for 

reference. 

Credentials for Instructors (Question by Jennifer Bowes at NLC) 
-regarding this question, initially Jennifer was told that if an instructor does not hold credentials 

(Masters for full-time, Bachelors for part-time), this may affect the UT status of a course.  As 

with other institutions in the North, it can be difficult to find qualified instructors to teach part-

time.  A part-time wage no longer supports the cost of living.  This issue is shared by the Yukon 

College, Dawson City Campus (SOVA). 

- John Fitzgibbon stated that this was not always the case.  Cited „BCCAT - New Members‟ 

Resource Book‟, in Appendix 6: Instructor Qualifications for transferable courses.  The 

standards specify the following: “It is recognized that there may be programs in which other 

qualifications are equally, or more, appropriate. (Examples of alternately qualified instructors: 

First Nations elders, practicing artists, acknowledged or renowned experts or practitioners”. It 

was further discussed that the decision of transferability would rest with receiving institution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bccat.ca/publications/publication/?pub=4091


 

 

6. General Business 
A. Pending and Expired TCES requests. 
- very few to report 
B. Articulation resources.  
- Already mentioned and presented during John Fitzgibbon‟s presentation. Can be found at: 
http://www.bccat.ca/articulation/resources/ 
C. Accommodation of multiple disciplines, discussion generated by Tetsuomi Anzai. 
- looking at ways to improve attendance and balance of conference between both Fine Arts and 
Design sides. 
- discuss possible pros and cons of separated/‟breakaway‟ roundtables or panel discussions so 
that each side can cover relevant materials for their disciplines. 
- no firm action plan to resolve. Chair to continue monitoring situation and working on increasing 
attendance and participation of design programs. 
 
 

7a. Round Table Discussion 
A. Presentations from each of the institutions present. For the sake of brevity in these 
minutes these exist as a separate document, “Round Table Presentations: BCCAT Visual 
Art & Design Articulation Meeting, VIU, 2010” that will be distributed to attendees and 
the general list and that may otherwise be requested from the present Chair (Tetsuomi Anzai: 
tetsuomi.anzai@ufv.ca ). 
- UFV Visual Arts, Paula Funk 
- UFV Fashion Design, Deanna Devitt 
- KPU Fine Arts, Nancy Duff 
- UBCO, Stephen Foster 
- Langara Fine Arts, Helena Wadsley 
- Langara Design Foundations, Kevin Smith 
- TRU, Ernie Kroeger 
- Northern Lights College, Jennifer Bowes 
- NEC, David Wells 
- UBC, Deana Holmes 
- ECU, Sandra Semchuk 
- Round Table to be continued tomorrow. 
- Meeting adjourned for day 1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bccat.ca/articulation/resources/
mailto:tetsuomi.anzai@ufv.ca


 

 

Day 2, May 12th
 

 
 

7b. Round Table Discussion, cont’d 
- Yukon SOVA, Eryn Foster 
- Camosun, Joseph Hoh 
- VIU, Justin McGrail 

 
 
8. Future Planning 
A. BCCAT 2012 location 
- Info item, Selkirk (Nelson) offers to host in email correspondence with Tetsuomi. 
- With the concentrations of schools in the Lower Mainland, Joseph suggests a three year 
rotation of two conferences in the GVRD, followed by an external region host. 
- Langara offers to host again. UBC also offers. 
- Committee settles on UBC as first choice for 2012. 
B. PD thematic 
- Sandra Semchuk recommendation to look into grading standards will be added as a day one 
discussion item. 
- Second day PD themes will be on “Special Topics and Niche courses, and on the Innovative 
Ways of Integrating Technology and Technologists.” 
 
 

9. PD Presentations on Indigenous Arts Programming 
Information given by Tetsuomi Anzai in relation to Contemporary Aboriginal Students: 

-Statistics.  In the past decade, there has been an increase in the aboriginal population by 45%.  
This is six times the amount of the non-aboriginal population.  48% of the aboriginal population 
is the age of 24 and under.  This is a growing demographic that the needs are not being served. 
-There is an online document produced by the Canada Council.  Research can be found at the 
following two sites: 
-research@canadacouncil.ca 

-www.canadacouncil.ca 

Arts and Culture in Canada – Fact Sheet. Contemporary Aboriginal Arts in Canada. August 

2008. 

-There is funding available:  The aboriginal special projects fund.  This is see money for long-
range incentives in programming ($40,000). 

 
 
A. Stephen Foster, representing UBCO (Okanagan), presented information on their „Aboriginal 
Access Studies‟ program and their „Summer Institute for Interdisciplinary Indigenous Graduate 
Studies‟. 
-Interdisciplinary degree. Need to inject indigenous methodologies into academic.  
-This program has been running for about five years.  
-Access office used to facilitate direct entry, accept students with a 60% or better average. Each 
year access tries to target a specific group. 
-There is a summer institute for interdisciplinary indigenous graduate study, which features 
week-long, intensive, and fully credited courses. 
-Relationship with the Malcolm Centre (a private, band-run centre) helps with all such undergrad 
and graduate courses. 

mailto:-research@canadacouncil.ca


 

 

For more information, please see the following websites: 
- Aboriginal Access Studies:  https://secure.stdents.ubc.ca/nondegree/apply.cfm 
-Summer Institute for Interdisciplinary Indigenous Graduate Studies:  
http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/creativeandcritical/summer-institute.html 
 
The Contact person is Stephen Foster at Stephen.foster@ubc.ca 
 
 
B. Sandra Semchuk (for Brenda Crabtree/Aboriginal Coordinator) presents on ECUAD‟s 
teachings in traditional art-making. 
-Northern Lights College has an existing block transfer agreement into this program. 

-There is a free box set of books based on the theme: „Cultivating Canada – Reconciliation‟, by 

Jonathan Dewer.  These books can be ordered from the Aboriginal Healing Foundation. (I have 

ordered a copy of this set). 

-Their „Aboriginal curriculum will be interdisciplinary in nature and comprised of courses in 

studio practice, art history, critical theory, and industrial application‟.   

-„Emily Carr has developed and delivers the following Aboriginal courses within the 

undergraduate degree program: 

 

FNDT 141 Aboriginal Design and Technology (First Year)* 

FNDT 143 Aboriginal Painting and Drawing (First Year) 

DIVA 206 Aboriginal Digital Media 

DIVA 215 Aboriginal Storytelling 

GEVA 205 BC Northern Interior Aboriginal Studio Art and Design* 

GEVA 206 Métis Art and Culture* 

AHIS 206 Introduction to BC Aboriginal Art History 

AHIS 330 Studies in Contemporary Aboriginal Art I 

AHIS 430 Studies in Contemporary Aboriginal Art II 

 

These courses involve research, collaboration and workshops with local northern Aboriginal 
Communities prior to converting the courses into the credit program at Emily Carr. 
 
 
C. Tetsuomi Anzai presents on UFV‟s Indigenous Arts Certificate program 
-“Honouring Our Gifts: Indigenous Arts Certificate” 
-certificate program of six courses. 
-studio focus designed to alter each year, though previous three years subject has remained 
carving. 
-upcoming subject: Salish Weaving. 
-program maintenance issues exist, need to be more aware of band funding deadlines that 
affect student opportunities to participate. 
 
 

10. Meeting Adjourned 

 

Next meeting: May 2nd and 3rd, 2012 – location: UBC 

https://secure.stdents.ubc.ca/nondegree/apply.cfm
http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/creativeandcritical/summer-institute.html
mailto:Stephen.foster@ubc.ca

