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Call for Proposals: Admissions of High School Non-Graduates to Post-Secondary 

 

Background 
A number of recent BCCAT studies have focused on mature students, their admission to BC post-
secondary institutions and factors that admissions professionals link with their PSE success. One of the 
findings of this research was that this admissions category was tremendously diverse, and often 
included relatively young learners who did not graduate from high school. As shown by recent STP 
research, the percent of non-graduating high school students with post-secondary aspirations is non-
trivial. Is there an admissions policy gap that impacts high school non-graduates? Do current admissions 
policies and practices allow them to apply as mature students when they are ready to undertake post-
secondary studies? How do factors like gender, Aboriginal status, and institution/ program of choice 
impact admissions processes and options?  
 
Purpose/ Goal 
To assess institutional policies and practices of admissions of high school non-graduates, and to identify 
demographic and program characteristics of high school non-graduates at post-secondary institutions 
(PSI’s) in BC.  
 
Scope 
BC public post-secondary institutions  
 
Objectives 
The objectives of the study include: 

1. To review the polices that govern practices of admissions of high school non-graduates in BC 
post-secondary institutions; 

2. To assess perspectives of admissions professionals on issues and opportunities with admissions 
of high school non-graduates; 

3. To assess the demographic characteristics and programs of choice for high school non-graduates 
in BC post-secondary institutions;  

4. To identify areas for future research and, if appropriate, the development of suggested practices. 
 

 
Timeline 
Dependent on start date, completion date for this project will be March to September 2018. 

Budget 
Maximum budget available for this project is $20,000. This figure is inclusive of all hourly charges, travel 

and associated costs, and GST. 

 
BCCAT’s Proposal Template for Research Projects may be used as a guideline for submitting the 
proposal.  
 

http://www.bccat.ca/pubs/rfptemplate.pdf

