
 
 

Surveying Data Governance Policy Models 

 
Background 
Data generated by and about learners in BC Transfer System member-institutions has grown 
significantly in the last decade. Currently, there are a range of system-level data sources focused 
primarily on learners in BC public post-secondary institutions (including the Central Data Warehouse, 
the Student Transitions Project, and the BC Student Outcomes Forum), with varying policy and 
governance structures. In addition, some institutions are linking their own student data to a variety of 
external sources (including Post-secondary Information System data and tax data held by Statistics 
Canada). A number of untapped sources of student data are also apparent, including data on applicants 
(through EducationPlannerBC) and data on students transitioning to, attending, and transitioning from 
private post-secondary institutions. As many of these data sources are key to understanding learner 
pathways and success, BCCAT seeks to promote and support discussions of emerging issues and policy 
trends across these various data sources. 
 

Purpose/ Goal 
1. To survey existing data governance models appropriate to institutions and data repositories 

holding student data for research and quality assurance purposes. 
2. To identify key elements and considerations useful to those developing governance policies in 

these areas. 
3. To promote and support discussions of student data governance. 

 

Scope  
The environmental scan of related data governance structures should include student data hubs in 
North America. These should include key admissions services, key common data systems (data 
warehouses or clearinghouses) and other organizations which collect, or provide secure access to 
enrolment, credential, transcript or similar student information. Within BC, relevant data governance 
structures in other public agencies (such as health) may be considered. 
 

Objectives 

1. An environmental scan of existing legislation, policy and practices governing the collection, 
storage, security, sharing, public and institutional reporting, and analysis of student data in BC 

2. An environmental scan of related governance frameworks and policies in other jurisdictions in 
Canada and North America 

3. Identification of key emerging issues in BC and elsewhere suggesting the need for new policy or 
practice 

4. Areas for future research 
 

Timeline 
Completion date for this project will be March 31, 2020. 
 

Budget 
The projected budget available for this project is 20,000. This figure is inclusive of all hourly charges, 
travel, associated costs, and GST. 
 

Proposal Template for Research Projects  

http://www.bccat.ca/pubs/rfptemplate.pdf

