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Minutes of the 2013 Meeting of the Political Science 

Articulation Committee 
University of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC) 

2 May 2013 

 

 
Attendance: 

 
Hamish Telford (University of the Fraser Valley) 

Greg Millard (Kwantlen Polytechnic University) 
Fred Cutler (University of British Columbia) 

Patrick Smith (Simon Fraser University) 
Andrew Heard (Simon Fraser University) 

Darin Nesbitt (Douglas College) 
Stephen Phillips (Langara College) 

James Lawson (University of Victoria) 

Tracy Summerville (University of Northern British Columbia) 
David Ding (UBC Okanagan) 

Derek Cook (Thompson Rivers University) 
Mona Brash (Camosun College) 

Tim Schouls (Capilano University) 
Conrad King (Capilano University) 

Ayla Kilic (Okanagan College) 
Randy Janzen (Selkirk College) 

Vincent Keramat (Acsendia School of Management) 
Marcel Dirk (College of the Rockies) 

Paul Whyte (North Island College) 
Ayla Kilic (Okanagan College) 

Alex Netherton (Vancouver Island College) 
 

Regrets  

 
Eric Goram, Quest University 

Hondo Arendt,  NorthWest Community College 
Mike Wiseman, BCCAT 

 
Attachments  

 
Report from Quest University  

 
 

Recorder: 
 

Darin Nesbitt 
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1.0.  Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by A. Netherton (Chair) at 1:43pm. 
 

2.0.  Approvals 
 

 2.1. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion (D. Nesbitt/S. Phillips): That the agenda be approved. Carried. 
 

 2.2. Approval of the 2012 Articulation Minutes 
 

Motion (D. Nesbitt/P. Whyte): That the minutes of the 2013 Political Science 
Articulation Committee be adopted. Carried. 

 

3.0. Reports From Member Institutions 
 

David Ding (UBC Okanagan) 
 

It was reported there was little change over the past year. The move from 
Okanagan University College to UBC Okanagan has entered a period of 

stabilization. There was a large increase in class sizes and enrollments. The 
number of political science majors is estimated at 50, with another 50-60 

majoring in international relations. Faculty resources are stretched to the limit: 
there is a need for sessional instructors, and the department expects a member 

to retire. 
 

Andrew Heard (Simon Fraser University) 
 

It was reported things are looking good for the department. While the 

department is down five full-time positions, expansion appears on the horizon. 
Student enrollment numbers are up (8.3% improvement). Currently 60% of the 

department’s course offerings are taught by sessional instructors. Formal 
accreditation of the university is underway, although there are questions about 

the learning outcome measurements and external review process. 
 

Darin Nesbitt (Douglas College) 
 

It was reported the department’s short-term growth strategy is near completion. 
The department currently has four full-time faculty, with some extra sections 

expected over the next year. Student enrollment remains strong, with almost 
100% enrollment. The department has completed updates to all its course 

curriculum guidelines, and will offer a new course, BC Politics and Government, 
in January 2014. 
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Mona Brash (Camosun College) 
 

It was reported a new Dean hiring process is underway. The department 
underwent more faculty change this past year: there are now one full-time, one 

half-time, and one quarter-time faculty. Enrollment in classes is excellent: first-
year courses averaging 90%, second-year courses range from 60 to 80%. 16 

course sections were offered in the 2012-13 academic year. A new course, Local 
Government and Politics, was offered in Fall 2012, and two new courses are in 

the process of development: a proposed 300-level course The Canadian 
Constitution and Business, and another called Political Evolution. Camosun 

intends to implement Infosilem soon. 
 

James Lawson (University of Victoria) 
 

It was reported the past few years have been interesting. The department dealt 

with two years of 4% budget cuts. The department currently has 85 graduate 
and undergraduate courses, with 9 honors students. The EET is 375.2. There are 

30 applications for the department’s graduate program. Funding impediments 
have impacted the department, specifically with less teaching assistants. Politics 

and Society is a new sub-field within the department. There are no guarantees 
with some retirements pending that the positions will be filled. 

 
Marcel Dirk (College of the Rockies) 

 
It was reported the department offers only 2 courses, although the students 

within the courses are eager. A course on environmental politics was cancelled 
due to insufficient enrollment. 

 
Greg Millard (Kwantlen Polytechnic University) 

 

It was reported the department has five permanent faculty members that offers 
an Associate of Arts and BA minor program in political science. The department 

is currently undergoing a program review. The enrollments were described as 
decent, and strong in upper-level courses. The department expects to update its 

courses, so BC department of political science can expect updated curriculum 
guidelines for transfer credit. 

 
Tracy Summerville (University of Northern British Columbia) 

 
It was reported the department has five full-time faculty and two semi-

permanent members. John Young returned to the department after serving as 
dean, so a new dean selection is expected. There are 36 majors in political 

science. The department is now offering a course-based Masters degree. 
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Enrollments in general at UNBC are lower than expected, and the institution is 

facing a 3% budget cut. 
 

Conrad King (Capilano University) 
 

It was reported Capilano University is facing an acute fiscal crisis, and must 
balance its 2013-2014 operating budget. Course and service reductions are 

expected. The department emerged unscathed with 20 base sections (22 in 
total). The average class size in political studies is 32.4 with six faculty. The 

department initiated a comparative politics field school, and a Liberal Studies BA 
is being developed. The department has been in contact with the British 

Columbia Teachers’ Federation concerning political science as a teachable 
subject. 

 
Action Item: Conrad King will report to the British Columbia Political Science 

Articulation 2014 meeting any progress with the BC Teachers’ Federation 

concerning political science as a teachable subject. 
 

Derek Cook (Thompson Rivers University) 
 

It was reported the department hired an historian to teach political science, and 
there is a 12-month position available in Canadian/Comparative politics. The 

installation of a giant open-pit copper and gold mine in Kamloops, with tailings 
placed on a hill that will then blow toxic ingredients into the valley, raises 

question whether job candidates should be informed of this potential danger. 
 

Paul Whyte (North Island College) 
 

It was reported there is one faculty member teaching political science. The 
courses this member teaches includes Canadian government, ideology, and 

criminology. 

 
Stephen Phillips (Langara College) 

 
It was reported the department has four full-time faculty, with 32 sections, and 

enrollments of over 90%. The department’s members remain enthusiastic about 
the university-transfer mandate. The department offers an Associate of Arts with 

a political science concentration. A new course, BC politics, is now offered, and 
the department has three on-line courses: Canadian politics, introduction to 

politics, and urban government. 
 

Vincent Keramat (Ascendia School of Management) 
 

It was reported that Ascendia is a new college focusing on business 
management. It offers a Bachelor of Business Administration. 30% of the 
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instructors at Ascendia have doctoral degrees. The school offers three political 

science courses among its Arts courses: introduction to political science, 
international organizations, and environmental issues. 

 
Hamish Telford (University of the Fraser Valley) 

 
It was reported that a major in political science was approved in 2010. 45 credits 

in political science are required for the major. The department currently has 35 
declared majors. There are currently three faculty teaching political science, and 

one more faculty position in the department is expected to be filled. 
 

Fred Cutler (University of British Columbia) 
 

It was reported the department has a new full-time member, and 230 political 
science majors. The department is now offering POLI 110 Investigating Politics: 

An Introduction to Scientific Political Analysis. The course is not a required course 

for political science majors, but students will be strongly encouraged to take the 
course. Gerald Baier will take over Fred Cutler’s position starting next year. 

 
Randy Janzen (Selkirk College) 

 
It was reported Selkirk College does not have a political science program, but 

does have a Peace Studies program. A Liberal Arts/Peace Studies degree is now 
offered. 

 
Ayla Kilic (Okanagan College) 

 
It was reported that enrollments were stable over the past year. No new growth 

is expected in the political science department in the upcoming year. The current 
fiscal context at the college makes it difficult to develop new programs. The 

institution does offer an Associate of Arts degree. Some new course development 

proposals include Sex and the State, Religion and Politics, and Politics and the 
Movies. 

 
Alex Netherton (Vancouver Island University) 

 
Generally it was reported that the department had a quiet year. The department 

has three full-time and two cross-appointed members. One member, Catherine 
Schittecatte, is on leave. Additionally, Alan Warnke is retiring and will be much 

missed. The university is hiring a new member to replace him. The department 
is implementing a political studies major, but no further new undergraduate 

program development was reported. There are still some bugs to work out, 
particularly on the offering of methodology requirements and cross listed 

courses. Two new courses, POLI 490, Canadian Political Economy in an Age of 
Globalization, and POLI 228, Urban and Regional Politics were given last year.  



6 

 

The PS department is the smallest in its faculty and therefore uses cross listed 

courses and some interdisciplinary courses for its programs. Generally this works 
well, thought it poses administrative and other problems. Political Studies is 

closely intertwined with the VIU Global Studies Program, a program that has 
switched its faculty home from Social Sciences to International Education.  

Global Studies has been instrumental in developing a new graduate program in 
Development Management that is in final stages of design and approval. At the 

university level VIU’s administration is now emphasizing student recruitment and 
retention as well as the cultivation of interdisciplinary programing. The 

department thinks it is well placed to continue implementing an interesting and 
sustainable program.  

 
 

4.0. Chair Report (Alex Netherton) 
 

See “BC Political Science Articulation Committee Chair’s report 2012-13.” 

 
There was discussion about using a template for articulation representatives to 

report on their respective departments. 
 

Action Item: S. Phillips to send to A. Netherton an older template that was 
distributed to past articulation representatives. 

5.0. Articulation Issues 
 

 5.1. Flexible Pre-Major Agreement Feasibility Study 
 

Motion (D. Nesbitt/P. Whyte): To authorize the Flexible Pre-Major Agreement 
Committee to search for a suitable candidate or candidates to author the flexible 

pre-major feasibility study, and make a recommendation to BCCAT concerning 
its preferred candidate or candidates. Carried. 

 

It was agreed the Flexible Pre-Major Agreement Committee (comprised of A. 
Netherton, Chair, A. Heard, and A. Kilik) will oversee the person or persons who 

will write the feasibility study. 
 

 5.2. System Liaison Person (Political Science) 
 

A new system liaison person for political science is needed. 
 

Action Item: A. Netherton to search for a suitable system liaison for political 
science. 

 
6.0. New Business 
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 6.1.  UNBC Integrated Curriculum Program with Skills Bases 

 Foundation 
 

T. Summerville reported that UNBC has piloted a foundation year program, with 
three courses in the past fall and three in the past winter terms. There is 

potential for this course to be transferable in the future. 
 

 6.2. Learning Outcomes 
 

D. Cook expressed concerns about the compulsory use of the learning outcomes 
model for Thompson Rivers University, combined with the evaluation of courses 

and faculty in terms of the extent to which the stated learning outcomes have 
been achieved. Discussion ensued about whether compulsory use of learning 

outcomes compromises academic freedom. 
 

MOTION (A. Netherton/A. Heard): The British Columbia Political Science 

Articulation Committee wishes to express concern about the mandatory use of 
learning outcomes and evaluations. Carried (9 in favour, 0 opposed, 4 

abstentions). 
 

 6.3. US Accreditation of BC Universities 
 

D. Cook expressed reservations about the accreditation of BC universities by US 
accreditation agencies, specifically the collection and transfer of data and 

information about BC universities in light of the sweeping nature of the US Patriot 
Act. 

 
7.0. Report from the BC Political Studies Association 

 
7.1. Report from BCPSA 

 

No report was provided. 
 

 7.2. Place, date, and time of the 2014 meeting 
 

Action Item: A. Netherton to follow-up with Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
whether it will host the BCPSA in 2014, and subsequently inform the 

articulation representatives of Kwantlen’s decision. 
 

8.0. Adjournment 
 

Motion (A. Heard/D. Nesbitt): That the BC Political Science Articulation 
Committee meeting be adjourned. Carried. 


